
The Minister delisted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 19 August 2010 

Advice to the Minister for Environment Protection, Heritage and the Arts  
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

 Austrostipa nullanulla (Club Spear-grass) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Austrostipa nullanulla (CHAH, 
2009). 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the South Australia National Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1972  

Listed as endangered under the New South Wales Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995. 

Description A tall, perennial spear-grass growing to 0.5 m tall. Plants grow 
as tussocks and have slender stems that bear the flower-heads 
(DECC NSW, 2005; Jessop et al., 2006). 

Distribution 

 

Club Spear-grass is known from south-west NSW, north-west 
Victoria and along a band running in a north-westerly direction 
through South Australia. 

Populations in reserves include Murray-Sunset National Park, 
Towan Plains National Park (Briggs and Leigh, 1996) and Lake 
Gilles Conservation Reserve (Pobke, 2007). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

The species occurs on salt lake edges, crests, slopes and spurs 
and is particularly common where gypsum is exposed at the 
surface or where soils are derived from gypsum (Ayers et al., 
1996; Pobke, 2007). 

Seed dispersal is mainly by wind, rain and flood events. Seed is 
traditionally believed to be viable for three to five years, so a 
long-lived seed bank is considered unlikely for this species 
(DECC NSW, 2005). 

Threats  

Past Past threats include overgrazing by stock and rabbits, altered 
hydrological regimes, salinity from rising ground water and 
altered fire regimes (National Parks Policy and Strategy 
Division, 2000). 

Present The main identified threats to Club Spear-grass are grazing 
pressure from rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus), domestic stock 
and kangaroos (DECC NSW, 2005; Jessop et al., 2006); habitat 
degradation from warren-building by rabbits; habitat loss from 
mining of gypsum deposits; a naturally restricted distribution 
due to soil type requirements (DECC NSW, 2005) 
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Future The main potential threats to Club Spear-grass include the 
introduction of additional watering points on Nulla Station, 
which may increase the likelihood of extinction of populations in 
the vicinity; agricultural cultivation of habitat (DECC NSW, 
2005); and the use of off-road vehicles (Environment Australia, 
2001; Pobke, 2007). 

 

3. Public Consultation 

The information used in this assessment was made available for public exhibition and 
comment for 30 business days. The Committee has had regard to all public comment that was 
relevant to the survival of the species. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

 
Criterion 1: Not eligible 
It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the immediate 
future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data. 

 

Criterion 2: Not eligible 
Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very restricted, 
restricted or limited 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

 

AND 

Insufficient data - the extent of occurrence for the Eyre 
Peninsula population is estimated at 8800 km2 (Probke, 2007). 
The area of occupancy for the Eyre Peninsula population is 
estimated at 0.1 km2 (Probke, 2007). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No - Club Spear-grass has a scattered distribution throughout 
much of South Australia, with 26 localities recorded (State 
Herbarium of South Australia, 2007). However, on the Eyre 
Peninsula, there are five subpopulations with an estimated 10 
000 individuals (Pobke, 2007) and at Nulla Station, NSW, 
exclusion fencing has been placed around 
110 000 tussocks to protect the population from grazing 
pressure (DECC NSW, 2002). Club Spear-grass is conserved in 
Lake Gilles Conservation Reserve (Pobke, 2007).  
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Criterion 3: Not eligible 
The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is precarious for 
its survival 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not limited – on the Eyre Peninsula there are 
five subpopulations with an estimated 10 000 individuals 
(Pobke, 2007). Nulla Station, NSW, has total population 
estimated at over 200 000 individuals (DECC NSW, 2002 & 
2005). In Victoria, there are an estimated 2000 plants (DECC 
NSW, 2005). 

Continued decline at a 
particular rate 

No data. 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not limited – total number of mature individuals is estimated at 
212 000. This comprised of 10 000 plants in South Australia, 
200 000 in NSW and 2000 in Victoria (DECC NSW, 2002 and 
2005; Pobke, 2007). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No - has a scattered distribution throughout much of South 
Australia, with 26 localities recorded (State Herbarium of South 
Australia, 2007). However, on the Eyre Peninsula, there are 
five subpopulations with an estimated 10 000 individuals 
(Pobke, 2007) and at Nulla Station, NSW, exclusion fencing 
has been placed around 110 000 tussocks to protect the 
population from grazing pressure (DECC NSW, 2002). Club 
Spear-grass is conserved in Lake Gilles Conservation Reserve 
(Pobke, 2007). 

 

Criterion 4: Not eligible 
The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

Not low – total number of mature individuals is estimated at 
212 000 (DECC NSW, 2002 and 2005; Pobke, 2007). 
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Criterion 5: Not eligible 
Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction 
in the wild  

No data. 

 

4. Recommendations 

 (i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Austrostipa nullanulla 

 

 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton AM FEIANZ 

Chair 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
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