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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Vombatus ursinus ursinus (Common Wombat (Bass Strait)) 

 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Vombatus ursinus ursinus, Family Vombatidae, also known as the Common Wombat (Bass 
Strait), is a large, burrowing marsupial. It has long, coarse, thick fur that is brownish-grey to 
sandy-brown in colour. It grows to an average of 100 m long and weighs an average of 26 kg. 
It has a short tail growing to 2.5 cm and a broad head with a large, naked nose, and thickset 
forelimbs (Strahan, 1995). The Common Wombat (Bass Strait) is smaller than the Tasmanian 
and mainland forms (Van Dyck & Strahan, 2008). 

Conservation Status 
The Common Wombat (Bass Strait) is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing 
as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Common Wombat (Bass Strait) is presently found only on Flinders Island, where it is 
considered to be common (Rounsevell et al., 1991). This subspecies previously also occurred 
on King Island, Cape Barren Island, Deal Island and Clarke Island, but was extinct on all 
these islands by 1910 (Hope, 1974). The population on Flinders Island was estimated to be 
about 4000 in 1996 (Maxwell et al., 1996). This species occurs within the North (Tasmania) 
Natural Resource Management Region. 

The Common Wombat (Bass Strait) inhabits heath, grassy woodlands and pasturelands, with 
predominantly introduced grass species (Green & Rainbird, 1988; Maxwell et al., 1996).  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities.  

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Common Wombat (Bass Strait) are vegetation clearing and 
sarcoptic mange caused by Sarcoptes scabiei (Martin et al., 1998).  

Over-hunting in the past led to the local extinction of the Common Wombat (Bass Strait) on a 
number of Bass Strait islands (Maxwell et al., 1996). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Assess the prevalence and impact of sarcoptic mange in the Common Wombat (Bass 

Strait) population on Flinders Island. 
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Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Common Wombat (Bass Strait).  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Manage threats to habitats that support populations of Common Wombat (Bass Strait). 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from further 

outbreaks of sarcoptic mange caused by Sarcoptes scabiei. 
 
Enable recovery of additional sites and/or populations 
• Evaluate conservation benefits and social issues associated with possible relocation of 

populations to Bass Strait Islands formerly occupied by the species. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Common 
Wombat (Bass Strait), but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the 
time of preparing the conservation advice.  
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