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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Petrogale xanthopus xanthopus (Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW)) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Petrogale xanthopus xanthopus, Family Macropodidae, also known as the Yellow-footed 
Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW) and Ring-tailed Rock-wallaby, is brightly coloured with a 
white cheek-stripe and orange ears. It has a thick, grey-coloured coat with a dark mid-dorsal 
stripe and white cheek, flank and hip stripes (NSW NPWS, 1999; DEW, 2007). Its chest and 
belly are light-coloured while forearms, hind legs and feet are rich orange to bright yellow. 
The orange-brown tail is long, cylindrical, blunt ended, characteristically banded dark brown 
and golden-brown and is up to 70 cm long (Cronin, 1991; Strahan, 1998). This subspecies 
grows to 65 cm long and weighs up to 11 kg.   

Conservation Status 
The Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW) is listed as vulnerable. This species is 
eligible for listing as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, 
it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 
(Cwlth). This species is also listed as vulnerable under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1972 (South Australia) and endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
(NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW) has a disjunct distribution in South 
Australia and NSW. This species occurs within the South Australian Arid Lands and Western 
(NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. In South Australia, colonies persist in the 
Gawler Ranges, Flinders Ranges and Olary Hills. At least 24 colonies are known to have 
become extinct in South Australia. These represented at least half of the known colonies in 
the Olary Hills and Gawler Ranges regions. There is evidence of a general population decline 
in the Flinders Ranges, and that rock-wallabies were present in greater densities in the past 
(Maxwell et al., 1996). In the Flinders Ranges colony, populations are small and subject to 
large fluctuations due to drought (Copley & Alexander, 1997). Population estimates taken in 
2005 for the Flinders Range National Park and Blinman Area, and Central Flinders Ranges 
were 680 and 590 respectively (SA DEH, 2007).   

In NSW, colonies have been found at three sites in the Gap Range and seven sites in the 
Coturaundee Range (Lim & Giles, 1987). No populations are known to remain outside the 
Gap and Coturaundee Ranges (Maxwell et al., 1996). The total NSW population was 
estimated between 20–250 individuals in 1980 (Lim & Giles, 1987). No later estimates of 
numbers are available, but most of the colonies are in reserves, and a fox control program is 
being undertaken at Coturaundee (DEH, 2006).  

The Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby inhabits rocky outcrops, cliffs and ridges in semi-arid 
country, ranging from sandstones, limestones and conglomerates in the Flinders Ranges, to 
granites in the Gawler Ranges and Olary Hills (Copley & Alexander, 1997). Surrounding 
topography is generally low, with isolated rocky outcrops rising steeply from the surrounding 
landscape (Lim et al., 1992), consisting of mulga scrub as the dominant vegetation (Maxwell 
et al., 1996). These rocky outcrops provide shelter sites that enable the wallabies to escape 
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predators. Furthermore, these areas often contain permanent fresh water, although the supply 
may be restricted to mere soaks at the edges of rock faces (Lim et al., 1992).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities:  
• Community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the 

Great Artesian Basin, and  
• Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland of South Australia. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW) are 
competition from introduced herbivores, in particular feral goats (Capra hircus) and rabbits 
(Oryctolagus cuniculus); predation by foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and feral cats (Felis catus); 
isolation of populations; and habitat destruction through mineral exploration in some areas in 
South Australia. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Monitor populations and report major fluxes in populations where Yellow-footed Rock-

wallaby (South Australia & NSW) are known to occur. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW). 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation containing populations of the Yellow-footed Rock-

wallaby (SA and NSW). 
• Ensure mining and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW) 
occurs, do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate the feasibility of providing water and feed at selected locations during drought. 
• Maintain natural watering points and manage artificial watering points within areas 

occupied by Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies.  

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Implement appropriate regional activities consistent with the threat abatement plans for 

rabbits, foxes, feral goats and feral cats in the local region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the species. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW) within the local 

community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations, such as 

translocation of Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies from Coturaundee Range and/or Gap 
Range to Split Rock (Maxwell et.al., 1996) 
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Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to stop the 
decline or support the recovery of the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW). 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Manage threats at known sites in reserve areas and on private property to control 

introduced pests, such as rabbits, foxes, feral goats and feral cats. 
• Continue baiting to control population numbers of feral animals. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Yellow-
footed Rock-wallaby (SA and NSW), but highlights those that are considered to be of highest 
priority at the time of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that Could Affect the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats (EA, 1999a), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by European Red Fox (EA, 1999b), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 

1999c), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 

1999d), and 
• South Australian Department of Environment and Heritage- Operation Bounceback is an 

ecological restoration program operating in the Flinders Ranges within known Yellow-
footed Rock-wallaby habitat (Alexander & Copley, 2006). 
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