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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Isoodon obesulus nauticus (Southern Brown Bandicoot – Nuyts Archipelago) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Isoodon obesulus nauticus, Family Peramelidae, also known as the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago), has coarse dark greyish or yellowish fur above and white fur 
below. The tail and upper surface of the feet are usually dark brown (Strahan, 1995). The 
Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) is paler in colour and markedly smaller than 
the mainland subspecies, weighing 600 g (males) and 530 g (females) when mature (Copley et 
al., 1990). 

Conservation Status 
The Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) is listed as vulnerable. This species is 
eligible for listing as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, 
it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 to the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 
(Cwlth). The Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) is also listed as vulnerable 
under the South Australian Endangered Species Protection Act 1992. 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) occurs on East and West Franklin 
Islands and St Francis Island, in the Nuyts Archipelago, off the west coast of South 
Australia’s Eyre Peninsula. Subfossil material is known from Flinders Island in the 
Investigator Group to the south-east (Kemper, 1990). This species occurs within the Eyre 
Peninsula (South Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. The Franklin Islands are 
a prohibited area due to the presence of the last known population of Greater Stick-nest Rats 
(Leporillus conditor). A management plan exists for these islands (DEH, 2006). 

The islands feature granite boulders with limestone domes and large sand dunes.  Habitat for 
the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) consists of low open chenopod 
shrublands with numerous Short-tailed Shearwater burrows and grassy limestone ridges with 
low open nitre-bush shrublands. Vegetation on St Francis Island has been altered in the past 
due to agriculture (Maxwell et al., 1996). 

The Southern Brown Bandicoot is omnivorous, eating both plants and animals. It forages for 
food mainly by digging in the leaf litter and soil to find insects, fungi, plant root nodules and 
bulbs. It also eats fruit, seeds and other plant material found above ground. The bandicoots 
prefer to live in areas with thick vegetation and construct nests under plants on the ground. It 
does not create its own burrow, but occasionally uses the burrows of other species 
(Strahan, 1995). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) include 
habitat disturbance; and extinction of local populations due to its susceptibility to stochastic 
events, as a result of its extremely limited distribution (Kemper, 1990; Maxwell et al., 1996).   
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The main potential threats to the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) are the 
establishment of feral animal populations such as Feral Cats (Felis catus), European Red 
Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and an outbreak of plant dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi 
on the islands. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Investigate habitat preferences on the islands, 
• Undertake taxonomic studies to clarify the status of the subspecies, 
• Select potential translocation sites (other islands or mainland sites), 
• Monitor the incidence of fire and impacts on fauna habitats, and 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences.  

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago). 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of the Southern 

Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago). 

Animal Predation or Competition  
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral cats 

and foxes within the local region. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) within the Eyre 

Peninsula community, particularly Ceduna, and the tourism industry.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate establishing two additional populations (i.e. total of five populations), 

preferably where other species are also being recovered. 
• Monitor new populations. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago).  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Monitor and ensure feral animals, such as Feral Cats and European Red Foxes, do not 

establish populations on the islands. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from outbreaks of dieback 

caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi on the islands. 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Southern 
Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago), but highlights those that are considered to be of 
highest priority at the time of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Island Parks of Western Eyre Peninsula Management Plan, DEH (2006), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats (EA, 1999a), and 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by European Red Fox (EA, 1999b). 
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