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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 

Hoplogonus bornemisszai (Bornemissza's stag beetle) 
 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description  

Hoplogonus bornemisszai, also known as Bornemissza's stag beetle, is a large ground-
dwelling, flightless stag beetle.  Males have an average body length of 24 mm and females   
18 mm.  The species is a sheen black colour with large rounded mandibles (jaws) and two 
distinctive pairs of humeral (shoulder) spines.  

 

Conservation Status 

This species is eligible for listing as critically endangered under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) Act because the species has a very restricted 
geographic distribution that is precarious for its survival.  

Bornemissza's stag beetle is currently listed as endangered under the Tasmanian Threatened 
Species Protection Act 1995. 

 

Distribution and Habitat  

Bornemissza's stag beetle is endemic to north-eastern Tasmania.  It is found east of the Blue 
Tier, with its range centred near the Terry’s Hill area, north of the Ransom River (North 
Natural Resource Management Region). 

The species has a very restricted geographic distribution and known from only five locations.  
In addition more than three quarters of the species’ potential habitat occurs in unreserved 
private land or State Forest, which may be subject to forestry and agricultural operations, and 
more than half of this has been identified as having potential for wood production to meet 
sustainable yield targets. 

 

Threats 

The main identified threats to Bornemissza's stag beetle relate to clearing for forest 
plantations and agricultural purposes and disturbance associated with logging, clearfell, burn 
and sow timber operations.  Intense burns or wildfire have potential to destroy the species’ 
habitat. 

The main potential threats relate to the suitability of the area occupied by the Bornemissza's 
stag beetle for silviculture operations.  

 

 

Research Priorities 

A review of the effect of silviculture practices on Bornemissza's stag beetle is a research 
priority.  This would need to take account of the results of a long-term study (now in its fourth 
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year) looking at the impacts of forestry practices on the related species Simpson’s stag beetle 
(Hoplogonus simsoni).   
 
Further research would also benefit the level of information in relation to the species’ 
response to clearfell, burn and sow operations.  The species has been found in one 
regenerating forest coupe following forestry operations some 14 years ago.  It is not known 
whether it survived the logging operations at the time or whether it re-colonised the area.  
Information on its survival mechanism would be helpful in the conservation of this species. 
 

Priority Actions    

The regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species 
are to: 

Habitat protection 

 Identify known sites of high conservation priority; 

 Protect areas of native vegetation, which contain populations of the species or which 
 could support populations in the future;  

 Seek to have the sites where the species is located placed in reserve tenure; 

 Monitor known sites to identify any changes in numbers of individuals;  

 Monitor known sites to develop a better understanding of physiological and ecological 
 requirements of the species and its response to disturbance;  

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat or potential habitat to locate any live, 
 mature individual or additional populations. 

Land use requirements 

 Ensure formal monitoring and conservation arrangements, such as those contained 
 in the Tasmanian RFAs, or any private land covenants are being met; 

 Ensure any changes to forestry or other land-use activities do not impact on known 
 sites. 

Awareness 

 Raise awareness and involvement of the community in threatened stag beetle
 conservation. 

Fire management  

 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the species to reduce   
 fire intensity;  

 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 
 inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), risk register 
 and/or operation maps. 

 

This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but highlights 
those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of listing. 

 

 

Information Sources: 
Bartolozzi L (1996).  A new species of Hoplogonus Parry, 1875 (Coleoptera, Lucanidae). 
Mitteilungen der schweizerischen entonomologischen Gesellschaft 69: 483-487. 
 

Hoplogonus bornemisszai (Bornemissza's Stag Beetle) Conservation Advice — Page 2 of 3 



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 19 December 2008 

Hoplogonus bornemisszai (Bornemissza's Stag Beetle) Conservation Advice — Page 3 of 3 

Bryant S and Jackson J (1999).  Tasmania’s Threatened Fauna.  Threatened Species Unit, 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Tasmania. 
 
Forest Practices Code (2000).  Forest Practices Board, Hobart. 
 
McQuillan P (2005) (2007).  University of Tasmania. Personal Communication.  
 

 Meggs J M, Munks S A and Corkrey R (2003). The distribution and habitat characteristics of 
a threatened lucanid beetle, Hoplogonus simsoni, in north-east Tasmania. Pacific 
Conservation Biology 9: 172-186. 
 

 Munks S, Richards K, Meggs J, Wapstra M and Corkrey R (2004). Distribution, habitat and 
conservation of two threatened stag beetles, Hoplogonus bornemisszai and H. vanderschoori 
(Coleoptera: Lucanidae) in north-east Tasmania. Australian Zoologist 32(4): 586-596. 

 
 Richards K (1999). Occurrence of Hoplogonus bornemisszai (Bornemisszas stag beetle) and 

H. vanderschoori (Vanderschoors stag beetle) in priority coupes, north-east Tasmania. 
Unpublished report to Forestry Tasmania and the Forest Practices Board. 

 

 Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and Water (2006). Fauna Recovery Plan: 
Threatened Tasmanian Stag Beetles 2006-2011. In Draft.   


