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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Neopasiphae simplicior (a short-tongued bee) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Neopasiphae simplicior, Family Colletidae, is a small species of bee. It is black in colour and 
smaller, with less modified antennae and legs, than other species belonging to the same genus. 
Males are 7mm in length, with a wing length of 5mm. 

Conservation Status 

Neopasiphae simplicior is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing 
as critivally endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as the species occurs in a single location in Forrestdale Lake 
Nature Reserve and occupies a total area of approximately 1 km2. Given that there are a range 
of threats operating within the species’ known habitat, the species’ geographic distribution is 
considered precarious for its survival (TSSC, 2006).  

The species is also listed on Schedule 1 (fauna that is rare or is likely to become extinct) of 
the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and is managed as ‘endangered’ 
(according to IUCN criteria) by the Western Australian Government. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Neopasiphae simplicior is found at a single location within Forrestdale Lake Nature Reserve. 
The extent of occurrence and area of occupancy of the species are estimated at 1 km2 and  
there has been past decline in the species geographic distribution. 

The species has been collected only at flowers of Thread-leaved Goodenia (Goodenia 
filiformis), a perennial herb, Slender Lobelia (Lobelia tenulor), an annual herb, Angianthus 
preissianus (males only), an annual herb, and Velleia sp (Houston, 2000).  

This species occurs within the Swan Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main threats to Neopasiphae simplicior include clearing of bushland for residential, rural 
and industrial development, draining of winter-wet depressions and fire. An additional threat 
to many species in the same genus as Neopasiphae simplicior is competition with introduced 
honeybees.    

Regional Priority Actions  

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Neopasiphae simplicior. 

 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 
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 Protect areas of native vegetation which contain populations of the species or which could 
support populations in the future. 

 Ensure herbicides used to eradicate weeds on roadside verges do not impact on the 
species. 

 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Neopasiphae simplicior.  

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Neopasiphae simplicior.  

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

 Ensure no inappropriate build up of woody debris or herbaceous debris, which could act 
as fuel for a potential fire. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Neopasiphae 
simplicior, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

Forrestdale Lake Nature Reserve Management Plan 2005. Conservation Commission of 
Western Australia and Department of Conservation and Land Management, Perth. 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

 

Information Sources: 

Houston, T.F. (2000). Native Bees on Wildflowers in Western Australia. Special Publication No. 2 of the 
Western Australian Insect Study Society Inc. WA Museum, Perth. 

TSSC (2006). Threatened Species Scientific Committee listing advice for Neopasiphae simplicior (a short-
tongued bee).  

WA Herbarium (2005). Florabase – The Western Australian Flora. Department of Conservation and Land 
Management.  http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au/ 
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