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Conservation Advice 

Strepera fuliginosa colei 
 

black currawong (King Island) 
 
Taxonomy 
Conventionally accepted as Strepera fuliginosa colei (black currawong (King Island)) 
Mathews, 1916. The King Island black currawong is one of two subspecies of S. fuliginosa, 
the other subspecies S. f. parvior is only found on Flinders Island (Garnett et al., 2011).    
 
Summary of assessment 
 
Conservation status 
Vulnerable 
 
Criterion 4: (Vulnerable) 
 
The highest category for which Strepera fuliginosa colei is eligible to be listed is Vulnerable. 
 
Subspecies can also be listed as threatened under state and territory legislation. For 
information on the listing status of this species under relevant state or territory legislation, 
see http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl  

Reason for conservation assessment by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
This advice follows assessment of information provided to the Committee to list Strepera 
fuliginosa colei. 
 
Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days between 14 May 2014 and 30 June 2014. Any comments received that were relevant to 
the survival of the species were considered by the Committee.  
 
Subspecies Information 
 
Description 

The black currawong is a large crow-like bird, around 50 cm long, with yellow irises, a heavy 
black bill, black legs and black plumage with white wing patches. The white tips line the 
trailing edges of the wings in flight, and a paler arc across the bases of the primary flight 
feathers is also visible on the underwing. Although there is no seasonal variation to the 
plumage, the black may fade a little to a dark brown over time. The male and female are 
similar in appearance (Higgins et al., 2006).  
 
Based on limited sampling, the subspecies colei is slightly smaller than the nominate species 
but otherwise no distinguishing features are described in the literature (Higgins et al., 2006). 
 
 
Distribution  

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl�
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Endemic to King Island, Tasmania, the subspecies was described as sporadically present in 
all parts of the island in the early 1970s (Green, 1971) but declining with the clearing of scrub 
for agriculture (McGarvie, 1974).  
  
Relevant Biology/Ecology 
On King Island, black currawongs live in wet sclerophyll forest, woodland and heath. They 
also feed on beaches amongst seaweed and in pasture (Green, 1971; Donaghey, 2003). 
They are omnivorous, eating insects, carrion, fruit and small vertebrates. They build their 
open stick nests in trees, laying 2-3 eggs, like the Tasmanian subspecies (Higgins et al., 
2007). A generation time of 10.1 years (BirdLife International, 2011) is derived from a mean 
age at first breeding of 1.5 years and a maximum longevity in the wild of 24.2 years, both 
extrapolated from Pied Currawong (S. graculina) (Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme). 

Threats 
The historic decline of black currawongs on King Island has been attributed to the reduction 
of scrubland and forest for agriculture (McGarvie, 1974; Donaghey, 2003; Threatened 
Species Section, 2012). No ongoing threats have been identified.   
 
How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act Criteria and Regulations 
 

Criterion 1. Population size reduction (reduction in total numbers) 
Population reduction (measured over the longer of 10 years or 3 generations) based on any of A1 to 
A4 

 Critically Endangered 
Very severe reduction 

Endangered 
Severe reduction 

Vulnerable 
Substantial reduction 

A1 ≥ 90% ≥ 70% ≥ 50% 

A2, A3, A4 ≥ 80% ≥ 50% ≥ 30% 

A1 Population reduction observed, estimated, inferred or 
suspected in the past and the causes of the reduction 
are clearly reversible AND understood AND ceased. 

A2 Population reduction observed, estimated, inferred or 
suspected in the past where the causes of the 
reduction may not have ceased OR may not be 
understood OR may not be reversible. 

A3 Population reduction, projected or suspected to be 
met in the future (up to a maximum of 100 years) [(a) 
cannot be used for A3] 

A4 An observed, estimated, inferred, projected or 
suspected population reduction where the time period 
must include both the past and the future (up to a 
max. of 100 years in future), and where the causes of 
reduction may not have ceased OR may not be 
understood OR may not be reversible. 

 
(a) direct observation [except A3] 

(b) an index of abundance appropriate to 
the taxon 

(c) a decline in area of occupancy, 
extent of occurrence and/or quality of 
habitat 

(d) actual or potential levels of 
exploitation 

(e) the effects of introduced taxa, 
hybridization, pathogens, pollutants, 
competitors or parasites 

 
Evidence: 
 
Insufficient data to determine eligibility  
 
Black currawongs were considered relatively common on King Island in the 1960s 
(Donaghey 2003) and as sporadically present in all parts of the island in the early 1970s 
(Green 1971), but declining with clearing of scrub for agriculture (McGarvie 1974). These 
observations indicate that the species was declining over 40 years ago, but shed no light on 
whether those declines continued during the last 30 years or less. More recently, the 
population size was estimated at 500 breeding birds in 2000 according to the Action Plan for 
Australian Birds 2000 (Garnett and Crowley 2000), but this estimate was considered to have 

based on 
any of the 
following: 
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low reliability. The Bird Action Plan 2010 estimated the population to number no more than 
250 individuals, but again this estimate had low reliability (Garnett et al., 2011). Despite the 
appearance of a population decline between the two Bird Action Plans, the estimates are not 
considered reliable enough for the purposes of identifying a population trend over the last 
three generations, as both estimates considered the population to be stable and neither were 
based on the outcomes of structured surveys or systematic evaluation techniques, and 
hence are not directly comparable.   
 
The Committee considers that the available information from the anecdotal accounts 
and the Bird Action Plans are not sufficiently robust to determine whether the 
population has declined over the last three generations, nor whether it is still declining. 
Therefore, the Committee concludes that there is insufficient data to assess this 
subspecies against criterion 1.   
 

 
Criterion 2. Geographic distribution as indicators for either extent of occurrence 

AND/OR area of occupancy 
 Critically 

Endangered 
Very restricted 

Endangered 
Restricted 

Vulnerable 
Limited 

B1. Extent of occurrence (EOO) < 100 km2 < 5,000 km2 < 20,000 km2 

B2. Area of occupancy (AOO) < 10 km2 < 500 km2 < 2,000 km2 

AND at least 2 of the following 3 conditions: 

(a) Severely fragmented OR Number 
of locations = 1 ≤ 5 ≤ 10 

(b) Continuing decline observed, estimated, inferred or projected in any of: (i) extent of occurrence; (ii) area of 
occupancy; (iii) area, extent and/or quality of habitat; (iv) number of locations or subpopulations; (v) number 
of mature individuals 

(c) Extreme fluctuations in any of: (i) extent of occurrence; (ii) area of occupancy; (iii) number of locations or 
subpopulations; (iv) number of mature individuals 

 
Evidence: 
 
Insufficient data to determine eligibility 

The extent of occurrence (800 km2) and area of occupancy (500 km2) are restricted and the 
black currawong is considered to occur in a single population (Criterion B1, B2 and (a)).   
While the extent and area of occurrence are considered stable, there is uncertainty whether 
the population is stable, as suggested in the Bird Action Plan 2010 (Garnett et. al., 2011). 
 
Black currawongs were considered relatively common on King Island in the 1960s 
(Donaghey 2003) and as sporadically present in all parts of the island in the early 1970s 
(Green 1971), but declining with clearing of scrub for agriculture (McGarvie 1974). The 
population size was estimated at 500 breeding birds in 2000 according to the Action Plan for 
Australian Birds 2000 (Garnett and Crowley 2000), but this estimate was considered to have 
low reliability. The Bird Action Plan 2010 estimated the population to number no more than 
250 individuals, but again this estimate had low reliability (Garnett et al., 2011).  Despite the 
appearance of a population decline between the two Bird Action Plans, the estimates are not 
considered reliable enough for the purposes of identifying a population trend over the last 
three generations, as both estimates considered the population to be stable and neither were 
based on the outcomes of structured surveys or systematic evaluation techniques, and 
hence are not directly comparable. 
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The Committee considers that while the geographic distribution is restricted (B1 and B2) and 
the population occurs in a single location (B2(a)), the available evidence is not sufficient to 
conclude whether there are continuing declines or extreme fluctuations in the population. 
Therefore, the Committee concludes that the subspecies has not been demonstrated to have 
met the relevant elements of criterion 2 to make it eligible for listing.   
 

Criterion 3. Small population size and decline 

 Critically 
Endangered 

Very low 

Endangered 
Low 

Vulnerable 
Limited 

Estimated number of mature individuals < 250 < 2,500  < 10,000  

AND either (C1) or (C2) is true    

C1 An observed, estimated or projected 
continuing decline of at least (up to a 
max. of 100 years in future) 

Very high rate 
25% in 3 years or 

1 generation 
(whichever is 

longer) 

High rate 
20% in 3 years or 1 

generation 
(whichever is 

longer) 

Substantial rate 
10% in 10 years or 3 

generations 
(whichever is longer) 

C2 An observed, estimated, projected or 
inferred continuing decline AND its 
geographic distribution is precarious for 
its survival based on at least 1 of the 
following 3 conditions: 

   

(a) 

(i) Number of mature individuals in 
each subpopulation  ≤ 50 ≤ 250 ≤ 1,000 

(ii)  % of mature individuals in one 
subpopulation = 90 – 100% 95 – 100% 100% 

(b) Extreme fluctuations in the number of 
mature individuals 

   

 
Evidence: 
 
Insufficient data to determine eligibility 

Intensive surveys were recently undertaken on King Island to better understand the population 
size of the King Island currawong (King Island Natural Resource Management Group, 2015). 
The surveys took place over two weekends in late April and early May 2015. In all, 114 people 
surveyed suitable habitat over the two weekends, culminating in a total of 401 survey hours. The 
surveys counted a total of 141 currawongs from 84 sites.  While it is likely some birds were 
double-counted the surveys were designed to minimise this by commencing counts in different 
parts of the island at similar times. Although the study did not provide an estimate of the 
population, it concluded that it would be extremely unlikely that the total population of black 
currawongs was more than 1000 individuals. 
 
Black currawongs were considered relatively common on King Island in the 1960s (Donaghey 
2003) and as sporadically present in all parts of the island in the early 1970s (Green 1971), but 
declining with clearing of scrub for agriculture (McGarvie 1974). These observations indicate 
that the species was declining over 40 years ago, but they shed no light on whether those 
declines continued during the last 30 years or less. More recently, the population size was 
estimated at 500 breeding birds in 2000 according to the Action Plan for Australian Birds 2000 
(Garnett and Crowley 2000), but this estimate was considered to have low reliability. The Bird 
Action Plan 2010 estimated the population to number no more than 250 individuals, but again 
this estimate had low reliability (Garnett et al., 2011).  Despite the appearance of a population 
decline between the two Bird Action Plans, the estimates are not considered reliable enough for 
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the purposes of identifying a population trend over the last three generations, as both estimates 
considered the population to be stable and neither were based on the outcomes of structured 
surveys or systematic evaluation techniques, and hence are not directly comparable. 
The Committee considers that while the estimated total number of mature individuals is likely 
well below 2500 individuals, the available information from the anecdotal accounts and the Bird 
Action Plans are not sufficiently robust to determine whether the population has declined over 
the last three generations, nor whether it is still declining. Therefore, the Committee concludes 
that there is insufficient data to assess this subspecies against criterion 3.   
 

Criterion 4. Number of mature individuals 

 Critically 
Endangered 

Extremely low 

Endangered 
Very Low 

Vulnerable 
Low 

Number of mature individuals < 50 < 250 < 1,000 

 
Evidence: 
 
Eligible for listing as Vulnerable: 
 
Intensive surveys were recently undertaken on King Island to better understand the population 
size of the King Island currawong (King Island Natural Resource Management Group, 2015). 
The surveys took place over two weekends in late April and early May 2015. In all, 114 people 
surveyed suitable habitat over the two weekends, culminating in a total of 401 survey hours. 
The surveys counted a total of 141 currawongs from 84 sites.  While it is likely some birds were 
double-counted the surveys were designed to minimise this by commencing counts in different 
parts of the island at similar times. Although the study did not provide an estimate of the 
population, it concluded that it would be extremely unlikely that the total population of black 
currawongs would be more than 1000 individuals. 
 
Based on the Bird Action Plan (Garnett et al., 2011) estimate of 250 individuals, and the low 
number of birds found during recent surveys, the Committee considers there is likely less than 
1000 individuals on the Island, and therefore that the species qualifies for listing as Vulnerable 
under this criterion.   
 
Criterion 5. Quantitative Analysis  

 Critically 
Endangered 

Immediate future 

Endangered 
Near future 

Vulnerable 
Medium-term future 

Indicating the probability of extinction in 
the wild to be:  

≥ 50% in 10 years or 
3 generations, 

whichever is longer 
(100 years max.) 

≥ 20% in 20 years or 
5 generations, 

whichever is longer 
(100 years max.) 

≥ 10% in 100 years  

 
Evidence: 
 
Insufficient data to determine eligibility 

A population viability analysis has not been undertaken. 
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Conservation Actions 
 
Recovery Plan 

There is a management plan in place for King Island (Threatened Species Section, 2012) 
that includes objectives to conserve and expand habitat identified as important to Strepera 
fuliginosa colei. This plan is considered adequate to stabilise and, potentially, expand the 
numbers of Strepera fuliginosa colei in the wild.   

Conservation and Management Actions 

Primary Conservation Action 

• Expand habitat through replanting and weed management.  

Survey and monitoring priorities 
 
• Undertake regular and systematic surveys in key areas of the Island in order to determine 

a robust estimate of population size and trend. 
 

Information and research priorities 
 
• Targeted research on the inter-relation between agriculture, forest ravens and their 

potential impact on the black currawong (Kind Island). 
 

Recommendations 
(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act 

be amended by including in the list in the Vulnerable category: 
 

Strepera fuliginosa colei 
 
(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this 

subspecies. 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
 
 02/09/2015 
 
 
 

BirdLife International (2011). ‘Species factsheet: Strepera fuliginosa’. Retrieved 17 January, 
2011 from <http://www.birdlife.org/>. 

References cited in this advice 

Donaghey R (eds) (2003). The Fauna of King Island. A Guide to Identification and 
Conservation Management. King Island Natural Resource Management Group, 
Currie, King Island. 

Garnett ST, Szabo JK and Dutson G (2011). The action plan for Australian Birds 2010. 
CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood, Victoria. 

Green R and McGarvie AM (1971). The birds of King Island. Records of the Queen Victoria 
Museum 40, 1– 42. 

Higgins PJ, Peter JM and Cowling SJ (eds) (2006). Handbook of Australian, New Zealand 
and Antarctic Birds. Volume 7: Boatbill to Starlings. Oxford University Press, 
Melbourne.  



 

 
Strepera fuliginosa colei (Black currawong (King Island) Conservation Advice 

Page 7 of 7 
 

McGarvie AM and Templeton MT (1974). Additions to the birds of King Island, Bass Strait. 
Emu 74, 91–96. 

King Island Natural Resource Management Group. (2015). Summary Report: King Island 
Black Currawong and Green Rosella Survey, Autumn 2015. Unpublished report. 

Threatened Species Section (2010). ‘King Island biodiversity management plan’. Department 
of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, Hobart.  


	Recommendations

