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Approved Conservation Advice for 

Lasiopetalum sp. Proston (J.A.Baker 17) (Proston Lasiopetalum) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

 

      This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 

      management prescriptions for this species. 
 

Description 

Lasiopetalum sp. Proston (J.A.Baker 17), Family Sterculiaceae, is also known as the 
Proston Lasiopetalum. The Proston Lasiopetalum is a perennial, erect multi-stemmed shrub 
growing to 2.5 m. The leaves have oblong blades with a rounded apex and base and is 2–7 cm 
long and 0.5–2 cm wide. The leaves are covered in fine hairs on the upper surface and cottony 
hairs on the undersurface. It has dark pink flowers in dense inflorescences, 5–8 mm in length with 
cottony hairs on the outside and hairless on the inside of the flower. The fruits are ovoid, up to 
4 mm in length and dehiscent (Stanley and Ross, 1986). 

Conservation Status 

The Proston Lasiopetalum is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as the species has a very restricted geographic distribution which is 
precarious for the survival of the species, is only known from one population and is subject to a 
range of threats (TSSC, 2009). 

The Proston Lasiopetalum is also listed as endangered under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Proston Lasiopetalum is only known from two discrete patches of one population, about 
6.5 km north-east of Proston in south-east Queensland. The species is found within an area of 
approximately 20 hectares. 

The Proston Lasiopetalum occurs in open eucalypt forest on red, volcanic loamy soils on basalt. 
It is found at altitudes of approximately 500 m and is associated with species such as 
Eucalyptus fibrosa (Red Ironbark), E. melanoleuca (Yarraman Ironbark), E. apothalassica 
(Western Yellow Stringybark), Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata (Lemon-scented Gum) and 
Melaleuca groveana (Grove's Paperbark) (Department of Environment, 1998; Forster, 2002). The 
total population of the Proston Lasiopetalum was approximately 3600 plants in October 2002. 
The species’ area of occupancy is less than 1 km². The Proston Lasiopetalum is expected to 
continue to decline based on the decline of the species’ area of occupancy in the past, and the 
effect of current threats on the species. There has been a reduction in the area of occupancy of the 
species from approximately 50 ha in 1998 to approximately 20 ha in 2002. This decline and 
greater suspected declines prior to 1998 are considered to be primarily as a result of clearing of 
the species’ habitat for agricultural production (Department of Environment, 1998). 

This species occurs within the South Eastern Queensland IBRA Bioregion and the Burnett-Mary 
(QLD) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act listed threatened 
ecological community. 
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Threats 

The main identified threats to the Proston Lasiopetalum are vegetation clearance and physical 
damage to plants associated with road works, roadside maintenance and agricultural production. 
Many of the vegetation remnants where the Proston Lasiopetalum occurs are too small to be 
mapped and protected under the Queensland Vegetation Management Act 1999. Consequently, 
utilities infrastructure development and maintenance (such as for roads, telephone and 
powerlines) pose a substantial threat to the Proston Lasiopetalum. The clearing of vegetation for 
agricultural production has been the primary cause of the decline of the species in the past 
(Department of Environment, 1998). This threat continues to affect this species on freehold land 
in the form of clearing of regrowth vegetation for agricultural production. 

The main potential threats to the Proston Lasiopetalum are weed invasion and drift of agricultural 
chemicals. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future priority actions include: 

 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance existing 
programs. 

 Assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative impacts of 
threatening processes. 

 Undertake seed germination and vegetative propagation trials to determine the requirements 
for successful establishment. 

 Assess the species’ response to fire in terms of whether the species requires fire for 
reproduction or is eliminated by fire. 

Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the recovery 
of the Proston Lasiopetalum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 

 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and the 
need to adapt them if necessary. 

 Ensure no disturbance in areas of occurrence, excluding necessary actions to manage the 
conservation of the species. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements or covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if possible. 

 Suitably control and manage access on private land and other land tenure. 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the Proston 

Lasiopetalum, using appropriate methods. 

 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to the 
Proston Lasiopetalum, using appropriate methods. 

 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 
adverse impact on the Proston Lasiopetalum. 
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Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Proston Lasiopetalum. 

 Where appropriate, provide maps of known occurrence to local and state Rural Fire Services 
and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register 
and/or operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of the Proston Lasiopetalum within the local community. Consider the need 

for fact sheets/information brochures/ field days in conjunction with known industry or 
community interest groups. 

 An awareness strategy could include the following interest groups: South Burnett Regional 
Council, Kingaroy and District Branch of SGAP, Burnett Mary (QLD) NRM Group, 
Queensland Environment Protection Authority. 

 Signpost vegetation in vicinity of populations on road reserves as environmentally significant 
to prevent accidental damage by road maintenance crews. 

 Inform local council and adjacent land managers of the location of the Proston Lasiopetalum 
in their area. 

 Frequently engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land on 
which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 

 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Proston 
Lasiopetalum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  
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