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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata (Miena Cider Gum) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Miena Cider Gum, is a 
small to medium tree of open woodland, growing to 15 m tall. Its branchlets are covered in a 
heavy waxy bloom that often extends onto the flower buds and young seed capsules (Potts, 
Potts & Kantvilas, 2001). This species was originally described as E. divaricata and 
subsequently treated as a variant of E. gunnii (Pryor & Johnson, 1971). The form divaricata 
was later found to be one of five morphs in a cline between E. gunnii and E. archeri (Potts & 
Reid, 1985). 

Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata can be distinguished from the rest of the 
Eucalyptus gunnii- E. archeri complex by its smaller, broader leaves, the extent of the waxy 
covering, greater retention of juvenile foliage and the absence of marked oil glands on the 
juvenile leaves (TSN, 2006). 

Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata is considered to be a synonym of E. gunnii in the 
Australian Plant Census (see CPBR, 2008). 

Conservation Status  
Miena Cider Gum is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, in 2003, the Minister considered the Threatened Species Scientific Committee’s 
(TSSC) advice under section 189 of the EPBC Act and amended the list under section 184 to 
include Miena Cider Gum. The TSSC determined that this species met Criteria 1, 2 and 3 of 
their eligibility criteria (TSSC, 2003). The species is also listed as endangered under Schedule 
3 of the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (Tasmania). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Miena Cider Gum is known from five fragmented populations between west of Miena and 
Interlaken, Tasmania. Three populations each contain approximately 50 mature individuals, 
another approximately 500 and the largest approximately 1000 (TSSC, 2003). The population 
at Miena exhibits the most extreme intraspecific morphology and has shown the greatest 
decline (Potts, Potts & Kantvilas, 2001). The species’ area of occurrence is approximately 
1600 km2 and its area of occupancy is approximately 40–50 ha. Its future decline in numbers 
was estimated in 1999 to be 30% over the next 5 to 100 years (TSSC, 2003). Miena Cider 
Gum is adapted to poorly drained high-altitude sites on the edges of treeless flats and frost 
hollows (Potts, Potts & Kantvilas, 2001). This species occurs within the South (Tasmania) 
Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Miena Cider Gum are the alteration of its habitat by browsing 
pressure from sheep, feral rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and native marsupials [especially 
Brush-tailed Possums (Trichosurus vulpecula)], which inhibit seedling recruitment; frequent 
burning to reduce the shrub layer for summer grazing; clearing of trees for road maintenance 
or widening; the raising of hydro-electric lake levels; felling of mature trees for seed 
collection; and drought (Potts, Potts & Kantvilas, 2001; TSSC, 2003).  

The main potential threats to Miena Cider Gum include the increased isolation of flowering 
trees, which reduces the regeneration potential of surviving stands (Potts, Potts & Kantvilas, 
2001); and inbreeding effects such as reduced seed set and fitness (TSSC, 2003). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Miena Cider Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Miena Cider Gum 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Browsing or Grazing 
• Implement the threat abatement plan for the control and eradication of rabbits in the local 

region (EA, 1999). 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Miena Cider Gum.  
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 

vegetation regeneration.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to land managers and local and state rural fire 

services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
risk register and/or operation maps. 
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Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Miena Cider Gum within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage, ensuring collection of seed does not 

have a negative impact on existing trees. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Miena Cider Gum. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure sheep grazing regimes are appropriate, 

to allow seedling recruitment to occur. 
• Prevent grazing pressure from native marsupials at known sites on leased crown land 

through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 
• Continue baiting to control population numbers of feral rabbits.  

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Miena Cider 
Gum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 
1999). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions. 

 

Information Sources: 
Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research (CPBR) 2008, Australian Plant Name Index, viewed 25 July 2008, 
<http://www.anbg.gov.au/cgi-bin/apni?taxon_id=21336>. 

Environment Australia (EA) 1999, Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral 
Rabbits, Biodiversity Group, Environment Australia, viewed 17 April 2008, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits/index.html> 

Potts, BM, Potts, WC, & Kantvilas, G 2001, The Miena Cider Gum, Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata 
(Myrtaceae): A taxon in rapid decline. Mawson, V., Ed. Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of 
Tasmania. 135:57–61. Hobart: The Royal Society of Tasmania. 

Potts, BM & Reid, JB 1985, ‘Variation in the Eucalyptus gunnii-archeri complex. I. Variation in the adult 
phenotype’. Australian Journal of Botany, vol. 33, pp. 337–359. 

Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata Conservation Advice - Page 3 of 4  

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits/index.html


This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
1/10/2008 

Pryor, LD & Johnson, LAS 1971, A Classification of the Eucalypts. Canberra: The Australian National 
University. 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) 2003, Commonwealth Listing Advice on Eucalyptus gunnii 
subsp. divaricata (Miena Cider Gum), viewed 17 April 2008, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/e-g-divaricata.html> 

Threatened Species Network (TSN) 2006, Meiner Cider Gum and Drought, WWF Australia. Viewed 23 April 
2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/pubs/tsd06miena-cider-gum.pdf> 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra.  

Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata Conservation Advice - Page 4 of 4  

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/e-g-divaricata.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/pubs/tsd06miena-cider-gum.pdf
http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/books.html
http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/books.html
http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/books.html
http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/books.html

	Description
	Conservation Status 
	Distribution and Habitat
	Threats
	Research Priorities
	Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification
	Browsing or Grazing
	Fire
	Conservation Information
	Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations
	Trampling, Browsing or Grazing
	Fire

	This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s website for any updated versions.
	Information Sources:
	Potts, BM, Potts, WC, & Kantvilas, G 2001, The Miena Cider Gum, Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata (Myrtaceae): A taxon in rapid decline. Mawson, V., Ed. Papers and Proceedings of the Royal Society of Tasmania. 135:57–61. Hobart: The Royal Society of Tasmania.
	Pryor, LD & Johnson, LAS 1971, A Classification of the Eucalypts. Canberra: The Australian National University.
	Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) 2003, Commonwealth Listing Advice on Eucalyptus gunnii subsp. divaricata (Miena Cider Gum), viewed 17 April 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/e-g-divaricata.html>
	Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 


