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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice (s266B). 
 

Approved Conservation Advice for Green Sawfish 
 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Green Sawfish (Pristis zijsron) is a large species of ray from the family Pristidae.  Green 
Sawfish have a shark-like body, a flattened head and an elongated snout or rostrum, which is 
studded with 24-28 pairs of rostral teeth.  This tooth-studded rostrum is commonly described 
as the ‘saw’.  Green Sawfish are greenish brown or olive in colour on their upper surfaces and 
pale to white on their undersides.  Mature adult Green Sawfish can grow to 5 metres in length 
in Australian waters. 

This species is listed as vulnerable, after the Committee judged that it has experienced a 30% 
reduction in range and an inferred similar reduction in numbers, which the Committee 
considered to be substantial. 

The species is currently known from northern Australian waters, from Broome in WA across 
northern Australia to Cairns in Queensland. 

The main potential threats to Green Sawfish include incidental capture as bycatch and 
byproduct in gillnet and trawl fisheries, illegal capture for fins and rostra and habitat 
degradation through coastal development. 

The following are actions that can be carried out to stop the decline or support the recovery of 
the species.  

Regional Priority Actions 

The regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species are to: 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
o Identify known sites of high conservation priority. 
o Protect remnants of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and covenants with the fishing community. 

Conservation Information 
o Raise awareness of the species within the local, Indigenous and fishing 

communities, including species identification and handling techniques for bycatch 
specimens.  

 
Improve understanding of species biology, ecology and threats 
o Improve reporting of interactions with commercial, recreational and Indigenous 

fishers. 
o Undertake research into the biology, ecology and threats to the species. 

 
Improve, develop and implement threat abatement and mitigation measures 
o Work with fishers to develop appropriate codes of conduct for handling specimens 

to reduce incidental mortality. 
o Develop bycatch mitigation measures and gear technologies to reduce threats. 
o Assess the efficacy of current incidental threat abatement measures. 
o Mitigate Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) fishing pressure on the species. 

 

This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species/ecological 
community, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
listing. 


