
Addendum to the School Shark Rebuilding Strategy 2008 
 
The Threatened Species Scientific Committee has assessed the conservation status 
of Galeorhinus galeus (School Shark) and determined that it is eligible for listing in 
the conservation dependent category of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), on the condition that the key actions 
outlined below are undertaken in addition to the School Shark Rebuilding Strategy 
developed in 2008 by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA).    
 
Key actions identified for the protection of School Shark 
 

1) Identify the location and condition of historic and current critical nursery 
habitat for School Shark. 

 
2) Where condition is identified as poor, identify causes of degradation. 

 
3) Develop a plan to improve habitat in critical nursery areas, including 

identifying mechanisms and funding for undertaking any necessary 
actions. 

 
In undertaking these actions, the Commonwealth will consult with the State 
Governments of Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and Western Australia and then 
work cooperatively with these governments to develop and implement suitable 
management actions across all of the jurisdictions that are known to contain 
significant School Shark nursery habitat.  
 
 
Victoria 
Preliminary consultation has already occurred between the Commonwealth and 
Victoria.  Victoria has agreed to assist in relation to its waters, noting that the 
following work to support the identified key actions has already been undertaken, or 
is underway in the Victorian jurisdiction: 
 
Identification of School Shark pupping grounds 

 A study by Fisheries Victoria in the 1960s identified key pupping grounds in 
Victorian state waters.  These key areas were found to be associated with 
seagrass beds in major estuaries, in particular the seagrass beds of Western 
Port and the western shoreline of Port Phillip, with important habitat identified 
at Swan Bay. 

 
 A follow up study in 1993 found that use of the key habitats identified in Port 

Phillip and Western Port had significantly declined, alongside decline in 
seagrass density in these areas.  The decline in seagrass beds in Western 
Port occurred primarily in the mid 1970s and continued until the mid 1980s.  
While this decline in seagrass beds has since stabilised, there has been little 
recovery. 

 
 An additional area that has been identified in Victorian waters as being 

important for juvenile School Shark is the area south of French Island in the 
Lakes Entrance region 

 
 



 
 
Identification of causes of habitat degradation 

  A number of studies have identified factors that contribute to decline in the 
extent and condition of seagrass habitat.  These include increased water 
turbidity, increased nutrient loads in the water column and changing 
freshwater flows into the bays. 

 
 A CSIRO Land and Water study was commissioned in 2003 to determine the 

sources of sediment entering Western Port. The information from this study is 
being used to determine key catchment based management actions to reduce 
the sediment and nutrient loads entering Port Phillip Bay.  
 

Protection for nursery habitat 
 The two key nursery habitat areas identified in Victorian waters are protected 

under the Waters of Victoria environment protection policy, specifically under 
Schedule F6 (Waters of Port Phillip Bay) and F8 (Waters of Western Port).  A 
key focus of this subordinate legislation is to protect the environmental values 
of the Bays. 

o Under Schedule F6, Swan Bay is protected as an aquatic reserve.  A 
management plan is in place to protect the waters and the 
environmental values of the park, with a Catchment Management Plan 
in place to reduce sources of land based nutrients and sediments 
entering Swan Bay.  

o Under Schedule F8, Western Port seagrass beds are afforded special 
consideration, where relevant environment protection agencies must 
have plans to protect and, where required, rehabilitate native marine 
vegetation.  These plans must include measures to investigate the 
environmental factors limiting the recovery of seagrasses and to 
monitor the diversity and health of seagrasses.   

 
 The Victorian EPA and other agencies, including the Victorian Department of 

Sustainability and the Environment and the Catchment Management Authority 
have existing commitments to reduce the sediment and nutrient loads entering 
Port Phillip Bay under provisions of the Regional Catchment Strategy. The 
commitment by these Victorian Government Agencies to protect key habitats, 
has a particular focus on seagrass beds.  These agencies will work together to 
understand critical processes, identifying and implementing management 
actions to protect this critical habitat.  While this integrated management 
response was not developed specifically to address decline in School Shark 
pupping areas, the improvement of seagrass habitat should significantly 
benefit the species.  
 

 Further, the Water Quality Improvement Plan for Port Phillip and Western Port, 
funded under the Commonwealth Government's Coastal Catchments Initiative, 
has specific management actions to further reduce the sediment loads 
entering Western Port and to maintain and improve the quality of catchment 
inputs entering Swan Bay.  These actions will assist in protecting and 
rehabilitating the critical pupping grounds for School Shark. 
 
 
 


