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Approved Conservation Advice for Caladenia procera (Carbunup King Spider Orchid)  

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Caladenia procera, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Carbunup King Spider Orchid, is a 
herb that dies back to a dormant tuber during the summer months. It grows to 70 cm tall, and 
has a single, pale green leaf that is 10–30 cm long and 6–10 mm wide. Each plant has 1–3 
spider-like flowers. The stiffly-held petals and sepals are greenish lemon yellow with lines 
and spots of dark maroon to pink (Hoffman & Brown, 1998; Stack & English, 2004).  

The above ground growing phase of the Carbunup King Spider Orchid extends typically from 
March to late November with flowering between September and October (Stack & English, 
2004; Hoffman & Brown, 1998). 

Conservation Status 

The Carbunup King Spider Orchid is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible 
for listing as critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a very restricted geographic distribution 
and has a low estimated total number of mature individuals (TSSC, 2006). 

The species is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Carbunup King Spider Orchid is endemic to a small area (extent of occurrence of 
approximately 100 km2) south-west of Busselton in south-western WA (Hopper & Brown, 
2001; Stack & English, 2004).  The species grows in Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata), Marri 
(Corymbia calophylla) and Peppermint (Agonis flexuosa) woodland on alluvial sandy-clay 
loam flats, with Mangles Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthos manglesii) amongst dense heath and 
sedges or low dense shrubs (Hopper & Brown, 2001; Stack & English, 2004). Other 
associated species include Acacia stenoptera and Pimelea sylvestris (WA Herbarium, 2006). 

The Carbunup King Spider Orchid has an area of occupancy of significantly less than 15 km2, 
which is the extent of occurrence of subpopulations 1 to 4 (not including subpopulation 5 
which contains only one plant).  The species population size is estimated to be 276 (TSSC, 
2006). 

This species occurs within the South West Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Carbunup King Spider Orchid are land clearing for 
development and grazing (Stack & English, 2004).  

The main potential threats to the species include road and firebreak maintenance, 
inappropriate fire regimes and recreational activities in the area (Stack & English, 2004).  
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment, including mycorrhizal association trials.  

Regional Priority Actions  

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Carbunup King Spider Orchid. 

 Protect areas of native vegetation, which contain populations of the species. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the species occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the species. 
 Monitor germination and flowering during and after any burning to help determine the 

effects of all fire associated variables. 
 Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 
 Raise awareness of the species within the local community. 
 Assess success of any existing translocations and continue translocations if appropriate. 

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Carbunup King Spider Orchid. 

 Monitor known populations to identify key threats 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the species, 

using appropriate methods. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Carbunup 
King Spider Orchid, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the 
time of preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

The species is managed under the Carbunup King Spider Orchid (Caladenia procera) Interim 
Recovery Plan No. 175 (Stack & English, 2004). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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