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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 
1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided by Queensland to delist: 
 
Acacia ramiflora (a shrub) 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Acacia ramiflora (Domin, 1926) 
State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Not listed under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992. 

Description Slender shrub growing to 3 m high with pendulous, hairless 
branchlets. Phyllodes are incurved, 8–12 cm long, 3–8 mm 
wide, narrowed towards the base, acute to gradually or abruptly 
narrowing to a sharp terminal point to 2 mm long, hairless, with 
three indistinct to slightly raised main nerves. Flower heads are 
globular and 4.5–5 mm in diameter on hairless stalks 3–5 mm 
long. Pods are linear, alternately raised over and slightly 
constricted between the seeds, to 9 cm long and 8 mm wide 
(Cowan and Maslin, 2001).  

Distribution This species occurs in northern and central Queensland. Its 
range extends from Lumholtz National Park (west of Cardwell) 
in the north to Nairana NP (north of Clermont) in the south 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2011). The species is represented in 
conservation reserves including White Mountains NP, 
Blackbraes NP, Nairana NP, Girringun NP and Mt Zero-
Taravale Nature Refuge (Queensland Herbarium, 2011). The 
extent of occurrence is 83 600 km2 (Queensland Herbarium, 
2011; DSEWPaC, 2011).  

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Acacia ramiflora occurs in woodlands, on sandstone and granite 
(Orchard and Wilson, 2001; Queensland Herbarium, 2011). 
Flowering is known to occur during February and young fruit has 
been collected in July and August (Pedley, 1978). Seedling 
recruitment can be triggered by fire, and Acacia ramiflora re-
sprouts after fire (Williams et al., 2004). 

Threats  
Known Land clearing for grazing and construction of roads and tracks 

(Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, 2009). 
Potential There are no known potential threats.  
 
3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 
 
Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 

restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution 
AND 

Not limited –The extent of occurrence was calculated as 
83 600 km2, using maps provided by the Queensland 
Herbarium. The known area of occupancy exceeds 40 km² 
 (QPWS 2009; Queensland Herbarium, 2011; DSEWPaC, 
2011). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Acacia ramiflora is recorded extensively in the 
conservation estate, including Blackbraes, Girringun, Nairana 
and White Mountains National Parks, as well as Mt Zero-
Taravale Nature Refuge (Queensland Herbarium, 2011). 
Insufficient data to comment on population decline or 
fluctuations. 

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
  and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high 
or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 
AND 

Locally common to rare with an unknown number of mature 
individuals (QPWS 2009). 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 
OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  
AND 

Not demonstrated – Locally common to rare with an unknown 
number of mature individuals (QPWS 2009). 

Continued decline likely 
AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See criterion 2 
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Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Locally common to rare with an unknown number of mature 
individuals (QPWS 2009).  

 
Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
5. Recommendation 
The Committee notes that this species does not meet any of the required criteria for listing in 
any category. Its geographic distribution is not limited, and it occurs extensively in conservation 
reserves. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 
 

Acacia ramiflora 

 
This de-listing is due to an increase in knowledge about the species’ distribution. 
 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
29 August 2011 
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