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Approved Conservation Advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for  
Polytelis alexandrae (Princess Parrot)  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Polytelis alexandrae, Family Psittacidae, also known as the Princess Parrot or Alexandra’s 
Parrot, is a medium-sized slender parrot growing to 40–45 cm long. It has mostly dull olive-
green plumage, paler on the underparts, with a blue-grey cap, yellow-green shoulder patches, 
blue back and rump, pale blue-green uppertail and pink chin, throat and foreneck. The species 
feeds on a combination of seeds, flowers, nectars and leaves (Carter, 1993; Johnstone & Storr, 
1998; Higgins, 1999; Forshaw, 2002). 

Conservation Status 
The Princess Parrot is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable on the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2000 (Northern Territory) 
and rare on the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (South Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Princess Parrot occurs in arid regions of Western Australia, Northern Territory and South 
Australia. The species has been recorded at low densities in the Great Sandy, Gibson, Tanami 
and Great Victoria Deserts. At least part of the population appears to be highly dispersive, and 
many records are ephemeral. The Princess Parrot is typically recorded from shrublands and 
savannah woodlands amongst sand dunes, with occupied sites typically consisting of spinifex 
and shrubs, such as Acacia spp., Cassia spp., Eremophila spp., Grevillea spp., Hakea spp., 
Senna spp., with scattered emergent trees including Eucalyptus spp., Casuarina spp., and 
Allocasuarina spp.. The species also occurs and breeds in vegetated riverine and littoral areas 
(Blakers et al., 1984; Carter, 1993; Johnstone & Storr, 1998; Higgins, 1999; Baxter & 
Henderson, 2000; Forshaw, 2002; Barrett et al., 2003).  

The Princess Parrot has been recorded within the Rangelands (Western Australia), Northern 
Territory, and Alinytjara Wilurara (South Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Princess Parrot are degradation of habitat and a reduction in 
the availability of food, due to a change in fire regime and grazing by introduced herbivores, 
such as sheep (Ovis aries), rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and camels 
(Camelus dromedarius).  

The main potential threats are competition for resources with other species of parrot; infection 
with Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease; and collection of eggs or young by humans (Carter, 
1993; Higgins, 1999; Garnett & Crowley, 2000; DEH, 2005). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Conduct targeted surveys to determine distribution (particularly critical source areas), 

population size and threats. 
• Design and implement a monitoring program.  
• Characterise habitat and model habitat requirements and response to fire and rainfall; and 

determine dispersal patterns and their drivers. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Princess Parrot.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as covenants, conservation agreements 

or inclusion within reserve tenure. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control or eradication of feral 

herbivores in areas that regularly support the Princess Parrot. 
• Manage the adverse effects of the proliferation of artificial water sources. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Princess Parrot. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Collect biological samples to determine the presence/absence or prevalence of Psittacine 

Beak and Feather Disease in the Princess Parrot population. 
• Implement appropriate management recommendations outlined in the Threat Abatement 

Plan for Beak and Feather Disease Affecting Endangered Psittacine Species (DEH, 
2005). 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Princess Parrot. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Liaise with land managers/owners with properties that regularly support the Princess 

Parrot to ensure that management practices support the ecological requirements of the 
species. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Princess 
Parrot, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Beak and Feather Disease Affecting Endangered Psittacine 

Species (DEH, 2005), and  
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• The Action Plan for Australian Birds (Garnett & Crowley, 2000).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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