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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hibbertia tenuis  

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Hibbertia tenuis, Family Dilleniaceae, is a delicate procumbent to scrambling shrub with 
branches to approximately 50 cm long. Its branches, linear leaves (4–7 mm long) and floral 
parts are covered with small, fine star-shaped hairs. The species flowers all year around and 
has bright yellow flowers (5–9 mm long) on slender stalks (4–18 mm long), which droop after 
flowering (Toelken, 1995). The stamens are arranged in a cluster of 4–6 around the two 
carpels (Toelken, 1995). 

Conservation Status 

Hibbertia tenuis listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as the species’ estimated number of mature individuals is 
extremely low (10–20), and its geographic distribution is very restricted and precarious for its 
survival (TSSC, 2009). 

The species is also listed as endangered under the South Australian National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1972. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Hibbertia tenuis is endemic to the Southern Mount Lofty Ranges in South Australia. The 
species is known from a single location, on private property near Yundi, approximately 45 km 
south of Adelaide (Bates, pers. comm., 2009; Duval, pers. comm., 2009; State Herbarium of 
South Australia, 2009). The extent of occurrence of Hibbertia tenuis in 2009 is estimated to 
be 0.05 km2 based on the extent of suitable habitat surrounding the Yundi population (State 
Herbarium of South Australia, 2009). The area of occupancy of Hibbertia tenuis is estimated 
to be 0.01 km, based on the area occupied by surviving plants in the Yundi population in 2007 
(Duval, pers. comm., 2009; State Herbarium of South Australia, 2009). 

Historical herbarium collections indicate that there were at least another two sub-populations 
of Hibbertia tenuis in Mount Compass and Tooperang, approximately 4.5 km and 9 km 
respectively from the Yundi population, both of which are presumed to be extinct (Bates, pers 
comm. 2009; State Herbarium of South Australia, 2009). 

This species occurs within the Kanmantoo Bioregion and the South Australian Murray 
Darling Basin Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the Swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula EPBC 
Act-listed threatened ecological community.  

Threats 

The main identified threats to Hibbertia tenuis have been habitat clearance and livestock 
grazing, which have only recently been excluded from the area (Vale, pers. comm., 2009). 
Current threats to the species include changes in water use. 
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The main potential threats to Hibbertia tenuis include weed invasion and land clearance 
(Bates, pers. comm., 2009). Limited seedling recruitment due to lack of appropriate 
disturbance and habitat management is a potential threat. Dieback caused by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi is an additional potential threat, however, the species’ susceptibility to this is 
unknown (Phytophthora Technical Group, 2006).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program for Hibbertia tenuis or, if appropriate, 

support and enhance existing programs. 
 Undertake research related to the biology of Hibbertia tenuis, including: 

o the species’ pollination mechanisms 
o the species’ disturbance requirements 
o the generation length and longevity of the species 
o the factors that influence the level of flowering, pollination and seed 

production. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes including: 
o the species’ susceptibility to dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi 
o the effect of hydrological changes on Hibbertia tenuis. 

 Undertake further survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any 
additional populations.  

 Undertake disturbance trials, seed germination and/or cultivation trials including tissue 
culture to determine the requirements for successful establishment and establish in vitro 
populations. 

Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Hibbertia tenuis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor the known population to identify key threats and monitor population dynamics. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Continue to suitably control and manage access to ensure there is no disturbance in the 

swamp habitat near Yundi where Hibbertia tenuis occurs, excluding necessary actions to 
manage the conservation of the species. 

 Minimise adverse impacts resulting from inappropriate land use at the species’ only 
known habitat near Yundi. 

 Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels and/or 
increased run-off, salinity, algal blooms, sedimentation or pollution. 

 Review water use and manage any disruptions to water flows. 
 Investigate and develop formal conservation arrangements, management agreements 

and/or covenants on private land to protect the remaining population. 
 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Hibbertia 

tenuis, using appropriate methods.   
 Manage the site to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Hibbertia tenuis, using appropriate methods. 
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 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds in the Yundi area do not 
have a significant adverse impact on Hibbertia tenuis.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
 Manage livestock grazing on all tenures in the Yundi area to ensure Hibbertia tenuis is not 

adversely impacted. 
 If vegetation disturbance occurs in the area, ensure land owners/managers use an 

appropriate management regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this 
species. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
 Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect the population near Yundi 

from potential outbreaks of dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Hibbertia tenuis within the local community and with private land 

managers. 
 Frequently engage with the private landholder and land manager responsible for the land 

on which the population occurs and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Collect seed from Hibbertia tenuis and preserve ex situ. 
 Investigate the feasibility of establishing additional populations through translocation. 
 Prepare a translocation plan based on national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) 

if establishing additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Hibbertia tenuis, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

Hibbertia tenuis is included in the Regional Recovery Plan for Threatened Species and 
Ecological Communities of Adelaide and the Mount Lofty Ranges, South Australia (Wilson 
and Bignall, 2009). However, no recovery actions specific for this species are entailed in this 
plan.  

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions. 
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