
This Conservation Advice was approved by the Delegate of the Minister on 11 April 2014 

Pomaderris reperta (Denman pomaderris) Approved Conservation Advice 
Page 1 of 3 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pomaderris reperta (Denman pomaderris) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing and draft plans, records 
or management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Pomaderris reperta (Denman pomaderris), family Rhamnaceae, is a shrub that grows to 1–
3 m high, with densely hairy young stems. Leaves are broadly oval in shape, 1–3.5 cm long, 
8–20 mm wide, with a green upper surface that is velvety with short simple hairs. The lower 
leaf surface has longer hairs and prominent raised secondary and tertiary veins. Flowers are 
creamish and borne in short dense panicles. Petals are usually absent (rarely 1–3 per flower) 
(OEH, 2013). 

Conservation Status 

The Denman pomaderris is listed as critically endangered under the name 
Pomaderris reperta (Denman Pomaderris). This species is eligible for listing as critically 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a very restricted geographic distribution with an estimated 
extent of occurrence of 50 km² and an area of occupancy less than 10 km². The species’ 
geographic distribution is precarious for its survival given the nature of ongoing threats 
(TSSC, 2008). 

The species is also listed as critically endangered under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 (New South Wales). 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Denman pomaderris is endemic to the Wybong Uplands, which is one of the largest 
vegetation remnants in the upper Hunter Valley in New South Wales (TSSC, 2008). Three 
populations are known within an extent of 50 km² (TSSC, 2008) and there may be a fourth 
population 50 km to the west of Denman (ALA, 2013). The total population has been 
estimated at 300–2000 individuals (TSSC, 2008). The species is suspected to have 
undergone decline, but there is insufficient data to support this claim (TSSC, 2008). Although 
the species is considered conspicuous, extensive surveys within the vicinity of known 
populations have failed to locate further populations (NSW SC, 2010). 

The species occurs in narrow-leaved ironbark (Eucalyptus crebra) and Blakely's red gum 
(E. blakelyi) woodland (NSW SC, 2002), with small-fruited mock-olive (Notelaea macrocarpa) 
and black sheoak (Allocasuarina littoralis) subdominant (OEH, 2013). 

This species occurs within the Sydney Basin IBRA Bioregion and the Hunter-Central Rivers 
Natural Resource Management Region. The distribution of this species is not known to 
overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Denman pomaderris are its limited distribution and low 
population numbers, which places the species at risk from demographic and environmental 
uncertainties, and natural catastrophes (OEH, 2013). 



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Delegate of the Minister on 11 April 2014 

Pomaderris reperta (Denman pomaderris) Approved Conservation Advice 
Page 2 of 3 

The main potential threats to the Denman pomaderris include vegetation clearance; mine 
development and resulting pollution and changes to hydrology; physical damage to plants 
associated with vehicular traffic and public access; and prolonged drought (TSSC, 2008).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future local priority actions include: 

• More precisely assess ecological requirements and the relative impacts of threatening 
processes. 

• Investigate the demography of the species to identify which life stages have mortality 
rates which may be limiting to population size. Identify the factors influencing mortality 
and regeneration with a view to possible management intervention. 

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Denman pomaderris: 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 

• Monitor known populations to better identify key threats.  
• Suitably control and reduce vehicle damage to the species. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites, including pollution and 

altered hydrology associated with open-cut mines. 
• Ensure there is no disturbance or clearing in areas where the Denman pomaderris 

occurs, excluding necessary actions to manage the conservation of the species. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate and/or secure 
inclusion in reserve tenure if possible. 

Conservation Information 

• Engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land on which 
populations occur and encouraging these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

• Determine the need for an ex situ conservation program (OEH, 2013). 
• Investigate desirability of linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit the 
Denman pomaderris, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the 
time of preparing the Approved Conservation Advice.  
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