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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Dendrobium superbiens (curly pinks) 

 

2. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

3. How judged by the Committee in relation to eligibility for inclusion in the list of 
threatened species 

In 2002, Dendrobium superbiens was classified and named  Vappaculum superbiens. 
 Vappaculum is a hybrid genus that accommodates natural hybrids between species of the 
genera Durabaculum and Vappodes. These two genera have been recently published as 
distinct from Dendrobium (Clements and Jones, 2002; CHAH, 2010). The taxon Dendrobium 
superbiens is a hybrid between Durabaculum undulatum and Vappodes bigibba. It is listed 
under the EPBC Act as Dendrobium superbiens. 

 

4. Recommendation 

As Dendrobium superbiens is a hybrid, it does not meet the definition of a species under 
section 528 of the EPBC Act. Therefore, the taxon is not eligible for listing under the EPBC 
Act. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Dendrobium superbiens 

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
3 June 2010 
 

References cited in the advice 

Council of Heads of Australian Herbaria (CHAH) (2010). Australian Plant Census. Available 
on the Internet at: http://www.anbg.gov.au/cgi-bin/apni?taxon_id=237454 

Clements MA and Jones DL (2002). Nomenclatural changes in the Dendrobieae 
(Orchidaceae) 1: The Australasian region. The Orchadian, 13: 485–497. 

http://www.anbg.gov.au/cgi-bin/apni?taxon_id=237454

