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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Prasophyllum incorrectum (Golfers Leek-orchid) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this conservation advice was approved. 

Description 
Prasophyllum incorrectum, also known as the Golfers Leek-orchid is a small fleshy terrestrial orchid 
with a single erect green onion-like leaf with a spike of widely opening reddish-brown fragrant flowers 
(Jones, 2004). 

Conservation Status 
The Golfers Leek-orchid is listed as critically endangered. The Golfers Leek-orchid is eligible for 
listing as critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) because it has a very restricted geographic distribution that is precarious for 
the species’ survival in the light of potential threats, and the total number of mature individuals is judged 
to be low and likely to decline. The Golfers Leek-orchid is listed as endangered under the Tasmanian 
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Golfers Leek-orchid occurs in relatively damp native grasslands on grey sandy loam soils 
dominated by Themeda triandra (Kangaroo Grass), and in grassy woodland with eucalypts and Banksia 
marginata (Jones, 2003). It is found in three locations in Tasmania’s Northern Midlands (North NRM 
Region). The species has an estimated extent of occurrence of 60 km2 and an estimated area of 
occupancy of 0.03 km2. The main subpopulation occurs in the ‘rough’ of a golf course on native 
grasslands dominated by Kangaroo Grass, whilst only one to two individuals have been recorded from 
the other two subpopulations to the north  

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Golfers Leek-orchid include land clearing and conversion of 
grasslands to exotic pasture. 

The main potential threats to the Golfers Leek-orchid include changes to burning, grazing and slashing 
regimes, the addition of fertilisers, herbicide use, the use of recycled effluent for irrigation purposes, soil 
disturbance and competition from weed species. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for Golfers Leek-orchid are 
identified below: 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant adverse 

impact on the Golfers Leek-orchid. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Golfers Leek-orchid within the local community. 

Establishing Additional Populations  
• Protect areas of native vegetation which contain populations of the species or which could support 

populations in the future 
• Investigate options for establishing additional populations. 
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Existing Management Prescriptions Relevant to the Species 
The golf course is now covered by a Conservation Covenant under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation 
Act 2002 which prohibits any activity which may be considered detrimental to the area’s native 
grasslands and threatened plants. 

Local Priority Actions 
The local priority recovery and threat abatement actions for the Crowded Leek-orchid are identified 
below:  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known sites to identify any changes in threats or numbers of individuals. 
• Survey suitable habitat or potentially suitable habitat to locate any additional populations. 
• Encourage land management activities that benefit the species. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation agreements 

or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Existing Plans Relevant to the Species 
Tasmanian Orchid Recovery Plan. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Golfers Leek-orchid, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice. 
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