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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pultenaea elusa (Elusive Bush-pea) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Pultenaea elusa, Family Fabaceae, also known as Elusive Bush-pea, is a low shrub with 
trailing stems to 60 cm long. Its sparse leaves are alternate and recurved, up to 17 mm long 
and 3 mm wide. The stems spread over the ground or scramble through other associated 
subshrubs and grasses. The small pea-shaped flowers are yellow and reddish-orange, with 
keel petals (under-side of the flower) a dark reddish-brown to reddish-orange, grading 
abruptly to pale greenish at the base. Flowering occurs from September to November. 

Conservation Status 
Elusive Bush-pea is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, this species was listed under Schedule 
1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as 
endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) as 
Pultenaea parrisiae subsp. elusa. 

Distribution and Habitat 
Elusive Bush-pea has only been recorded twice, in 1938, from Penrose and Wingello, 30–
40 km south-west of Mittagong, in the NSW Central Tablelands (NSW NPWS, 2001; DECC, 
2005). The species has not been seen despite searches during the past 60 years and experts 
consider it should be regarded as ‘presumed extinct’ (Briggs & Leigh, 1996 in de Kok & 
West, 2004; JD Briggs, 2000, pers. comm.).  

This species is known to have grown in grey sandy loams or clay-loams in seasonally 
waterlogged conditions around the margins of permanent swamps or seepage areas at around 
600 m above sea level (Briggs & Crisp, 1994; de Kok & West, 2004). The vegetation of these 
swamps commonly comprises of scattered trees with a heath/sedge understorey (NSW NPWS, 
2001; DECC, 2005). Associated species in and around these swamps include Eucalyptus 
aquatica, E. macarthuri, Baeckea utilis, Epacris paludosa, Hakea teretifolia, Leptospermum 
flavescens, L. juniperinum, L. lanigerum, L. myrtifolia, L. obovatum, Pultenaea divaricata, 
Blechnum nudum, Gleichenia dicarpa, Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus, Isachne globosa, 
Restio australis (now known as Baloskion australe), and R. longipes (now known as 
Baloskion longipes) (NSW NPWS, 1999). The species is also known to have occurred in low, 
open, wet-heath in or on the margins of eucalypt woodland (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). This 
species’ known distribution occurs within the Hawkesbury–Nepean (NSW) Natural Resource 
Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
Until populations of this species are located, it is difficult to identify the main threats (DECC, 
2005), however a large proportion of the swamp habitat has been lost due to grazing and other 
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farming activities, draining of swamps and sand mining. It is likely that these activities would 
threaten Elusive Bush-pea (NSW NPWS, 2001). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate/relocate any 

extant populations. 

Regional Priority Actions 
If extant populations are found, the following regional priority recovery and threat abatement 
actions can be done to support the recovery of Elusive Bush-pea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that could contain populations/occurrences/remnants 

of Elusive Bush-pea. 
• Ensure agricultural, mining and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or 

development activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance) in areas where 
Elusive Bush-pea could occur do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology which may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• If rediscovered, investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of 
covenants, conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Elusive Bush-pea within the local community, particularly providing 

landholders with information on this species, its habitat and presumed threats. 
• Raise an award for its rediscovery in situ. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage.  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Elusive Bush-pea.   

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor sites previously known to hold populations, such as the Wingello and Penrose 

areas (DECC, 2005). 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to previously known sites on 

public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access to previously known sites on private land. 
• Ensure impact assessment surveys undertaken for development proposals target this 

species.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• If populations are found, prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land 

through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 
• Establish covenants/management agreements if found on private land 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Elusive Bush-
pea, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Approved Recovery Plan for the “lost” threatened flora of south-eastern New South Wales 
(NSW NPWS, 2001). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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