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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea venusta 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Grevillea venusta, Family Proteaceae, is an erect shrub growing 2–5 m tall. Leaves are 3.5–
19 cm long, entire, or divided with 2–7 lobes 4–11 cm long and 6–16 mm wide. Margins are 
flat or slightly curved downwards, the lower surface with a sparse to dense cover of silky 
hairs. Flowers are aggregated into conflorescences of usually 10–20 flowers. The perianth is 
rich green in the basal half, yellow to orange above, the style deep maroon to purplish black 
with conspicuous white hairs and a maroon tip. Fruits are dry, 16–19 mm long. Flowering 
occurs in June to September (Makinson, 2000).  

Conservation Status 

Grevillea venusta is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Grevillea venusta is known from central eastern Queensland, where it occurs in coastal areas 
from Many Peaks Range to Shoalwater Bay (Makinson, 2000). This species has been 
described as locally common at Oxlee Creek in Many Peaks Range, 1992; locally common at 
a tributary of Werribee Creek, 1.5 km west-south-west of Mount Carroll in the Shoalwater 
Bay area, 1999; very common 2.5 km north of Mount Parnassus, 1977; and 10 plants were 
seen at the base of Mount Parnassus, 1975 (BRI collection records, n.d.).  

Grevillea venusta occurs in Castle Tower National Park (Briggs & Leigh, 1996), Shoalwater 
Bay Military Training Area, Bowenia State Forest (BRI collection records, n.d.), and Byfield 
State Forest (Qld EPA, 2007). The species has been collected in rocky areas at the base of 
mountains, often along creeks in sandy soil, and on granite in sclerophyll forest and woodland 
(BRI collection records, n.d.). This species occurs within the Fitzroy (Queensland) Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the 
Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar Bioregions” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to G. venusta are broad-scale vegetation clearing; altered fire 
regimes; grazing pressure; increasing fragmentation and loss of remnants; and inappropriate 
forest operations (ANRA, 2007). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of G. venusta. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where G. venusta occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Ensure forest operations and landclearing do not adversely affect this species. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
 Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for G. venusta. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of G. venusta within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al, 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to G. venusta, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice. 
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (Qld EPA, 2006). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions. 

Information Sources: 

Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Australian Natural Resources Atlas: South East Queensland, 
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, viewed 24 June 2008, <http://www.anra.gov.au/ 
topics/vegetation/assessment/qld/ibra-seq-species-threats.html>. 

BRI Collection Records, no date, Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Briggs, JD & Leigh, JH 1996, Rare or Threatened Australian Plants, Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research, 
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry, Canberra, ACT. 

Makinson, RO 2000, ‘Grevillea’, In: Wilson, AJG (Ed.) Flora of Australia, vol. 17A, ABRS/CSIRO, Melbourne. 

Queensland Environmental Protection Agency (Qld EPA) 2006, Management Program for Protected Plants in 
Queensland 2006 – 2010, Queensland Government, viewed 24 June 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/ 
biodiversity/trade-use/sources/management-plans/flora-qld/pubs/qld-protected-plants.pdf>. 

Queensland Environmental Protection Agency (Qld EPA) 2007, Byfield State Forest, viewed 24 June 2008, 
<http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/parks_and_forests/find_a_park_or_forest/byfield_state_forest/>. 
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