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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea glossadenia  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Grevillea glossadenia, Family Proteaceae, is a compact, dense, greyish-brown shrub to 2 m 
tall. Leaves are elliptic with slightly recurved margins, have a silky, prominently veined lower 
surface and grow to 12 cm long. Deep yellow-orange to orange-red flowers occur in loose 
clusters. Flowering occurs year round, but mainly between April and August (Makinson, 
2000; Wrigley & Fagg, 2007).  

Conservation Status 
Grevillea glossadenia is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Grevillea glossadenia is endemic to north-east Queensland. It is found west of Atherton 
Tablelands, mainly between Walkamin, Irvinebank, Herberton, and Watsonville (Olde & 
Marriott, 1995; Makinson, 2000). Localities include Mount Emerald, Mount Misery, 
Cooloomon Creek, Little Cooloomon Creek, Emu Creek, Granite Creek, and Barkerville 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2008). This species occurs within the Northern Gulf and Wet 
Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Grevillea glossadenia grows in eucalypt woodland or low open forest, in shallow to skeletal 
granitic soils on rolling hills, gravel terraces near stream beds and along roadsides and mining 
tracks (Makinson, 2000; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). It has been recorded growing with 
Eucalyptus cloeziana, E. pachycalyx, E. reducta, E. cullenii, E. atrata, Corymbia abergiana, 
C. leichhardtii, C. trachyphloia, C. watsoniana, C. citriodora, Callitris intratropica, 
Alphitonia excelsa, Acacia purpureapetala, Homoranthus porteri, 
Leptospermum amboinense, and Xanthorrhoea johnsonii (Gleed, 2005; Queensland 
Herbarium, 2008). This species may favour disturbed sites (McGillivray, 1993). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main potential threats to Grevillea glossadenia are disturbance associated with mining 
operations, invasive weeds, and extinction associated with stochastic events (Radke & Radke, 
1983; Gleed, 2005; ANRA, 2007). Habitat associated with this species is infested in places by 
many weeds, particularly Sisal (Agave sisalana) and Panic Grass (Panicum maximum), which 
may prevent growth of Grevillea glossadenia.  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, threats and 

the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Grevillea glossadenia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure mining activities (or other infrastructure or development activities) involving 

vegetation or substrate disturbance in areas where G. glossadenia occurs do not adversely 
impact on known populations. 

• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds in the local region, 

particularly Sisal and Panic Grass (Gleed, 2005). 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to 

G. glossadenia, using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of G. glossadenia within the local community, particularly within the 

mining industry. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. Planting 

of G. glossadenia is recommended for the revegetation program at Gibbs Creek at 
Irvinebank (Gleed, 2005). 

• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to G. glossadenia, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Wet Tropics Management Plan (WTMA, 1998), and 
• Mackay Whitsunday Natural Resource Management Plan (MWNRMG, 2005). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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