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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Rhaphidospora bonneyana 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Rhaphidospora bonneyana, Family Acanthaceae, is a widely spreading shrub growing to 
40 cm high with spiny lateral branchlets borne in opposite pairs, successive pairs at right 
angles to each other. Leaves lack stalks and the blades are very narrow to oval-shaped, 2–
8 mm long and 0.5–1 mm wide, the margins entire, and often occur in small clusters along the 
older stems. Inflorescences are in clusters of 1–5 flowers, usually one mature at a time, at the 
end of long stalks that are often forked into two equal branches. Flowers are on stalks to 
3 mm long. The corolla is tubular, pale lilac or white, hairy on the outside, the tube 7 mm 
long, two-lipped. The upper lip is erect, shallowly notched, the lower lip is curved 
downwards, three-lobed and marked with deep red spots. Fruit are dry, splitting open when 
ripe, 1.6 cm long and four-seeded. Flowering probably occurs in response to good rainfall, 
with flowering material collected between March and October (Barker, 1986; Everett, 1992).  

Conservation Status 

Rhaphidospora bonneyana is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Rhaphidospora bonneyana 
is also listed as presumed extinct under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) 
and vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Rhaphidospora bonneyana is known from south-west Queensland and north-west New South 
Wales, growing in gullies or on the tops of rocky mesas (Barker, 1986). In Queensland, the 
species has been collected from Gowan Range and Lorne Peak, south-west of Blackall; Grey 
Range between Adavale and Blackall; Biddenham, about 16 km west of Augathella; Mariala 
National Park (NP), south-east of Adavale; and Morven (Thomby) Range, south-east of Surat 
(BRI collection records, n.d.). The population size and extent of occurrence of this species are 
unknown. Collection notes for a specimen collected at a site in Mariala NP in 2001 state that 
the species was rare at this location (BRI collection records, n.d.). In NSW, where the species 
is presumed to be extinct, it is known from two collections made in the 1800s, near Mount 
Murchison, about 30 km north-east of Wilcannia, and at Momba, about 70 km north of 
Wilcannia (MEL collection records, n.d.).  

Rhaphidospora bonneyana is reserved in Idalia NP and Mariala NP (BRI collection records, 
n.d.). This species occurs within the Desert Channels, Border Rivers Maranoa–Balonne and 
South West Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

Research is needed to identify potential threats to Rhaphidospora bonneyana. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify the threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting on R. bonneyana. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of R. bonneyana. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 If appropriate, control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of R. bonneyana within the local community. 
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to R. bonneyana, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Idalia National Park Management Plan (QLD NPWS, 1998a) 
 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006), and 
 Mariala National Park – Management Plan (QLD NPWS, 1998b). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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