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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Limonium baudinii (Baudin’s Sea-lavender) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Limonium baudinii, Family Plumbaginaceae, also known as Baudin’s Sea-lavender, is a 
perennial herb with a stout, woody rootstock. Leaves are clustered at the base of the stem, the 
blades smooth, leathery, spoon-shaped, 5–15 cm long by 8–25 mm wide, the margins entire 
but often wavy, gradually tapering into a stalk. Flowering stems are erect, ridged or angular, 
20–45 cm high. The stems and inflorescences are much branched, forming flat-topped clusters 
of flowers. The calyx is white to pinkish-mauve, 6–8 mm long, of which 4–5 mm is a tube 
with five ridges. Petals are yellow, slightly longer than the calyx. The fruit is a five-angled 
capsule. Flowering occurs from January to April (Curtis, 1967; Walsh, 1996).  

Baudin’s Sea-lavender was previously considered to be conspecific with another species, 
Limonium australe (Walsh, 1996). It is now considered to be a distinct species, distinguished 
from L. australe by the absence of rows of hairs on the ridges of the calyx (Schahinger, 2004). 

Conservation Status 
Baudin’s Sea-lavender is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, in 2005, the Minister considered the Threatened Species Scientific Committee’s 
(TSSC) advice under section 189 of the EPBC Act and amended the list under section 184 to 
include Baudin’s Sea-lavender. The TSSC determined that this species met criterion 4 of their 
eligibility criteria (TSSC, 2005a). The species is also listed as vulnerable under the 
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (Tasmania). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Baudin’s Sea-lavender occurs at three sites near Triabunna on the central east coast of 
Tasmania, where it grows in saltmarsh habitat close to or below the high tide mark (TSSC, 
2005a). The three populations at Maclaines Creek, Vicarys Rivulet, and Double Creek are 
within 3 km of each other and are estimated to contain approximately 700 mature plants with 
an area of occupancy of about 1.4 ha (DPIWE, 2007) and an estimated extent of occurrence of 
0.8km2 (TSSC, 2005a). The saltmarsh habitat of Baudin’s Sea-lavender has been fragmented, 
predominantly through land reclamation for development and changes of land use, such as 
conversion of saltmarsh to pasture (TSSC, 2005a).  

The species may have occurred in Victoria, based on the evidence of a herbarium specimen 
purportedly collected at Tooradin in 1904 (Walsh, 1996). There is some doubt over the 
provenance of this specimen and Baudin’s Sea-lavender is listed as a presumably extinct 
taxon of doubtful origin in Victoria (Walsh & Stajsic, 2007). This species occurs within the 
South (Tasmania) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Baudin’s Sea-lavender are the conversion of saltmarsh habitat 
to other land uses, such as pasture or for urban development; damage to plants from cattle and 
off-road vehicles; effluent from industry; and nutrient enrichment from agriculture occurring 
upstream (TSSC, 2005a). 

The main potential threats to Baudin’s Sea-lavender include impact on the species’ intertidal 
habitat from offshore activities, such as oil drilling and chemical spillages (TSSC, 2005a). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Baudin’s Sea-lavender. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Protect the species’ salt marsh habitat from land reclamation and conversion to other land 

uses (TSSC, 2005b). 
• Minimise adverse impacts from upstream activities and land uses that may pollute or alter 

nutrient levels in the salt marsh habitat where Baudin’s Sea-lavender occurs (TSSC, 
2005b). 

• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land, 

especially off-road vehicles. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Where appropriate manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Baudin’s Sea-lavender within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Limonium baudinii Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 3  



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
1/10/2008 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Baudin’s Sea-
lavender, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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