
This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister on: 19 December 2008 

A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for Pseudocharopa whiteleggei (Whitelegge’s Land 
Snail) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Whitelegge’s Land Snail has a loosely coiled shell of few whorls which is 13 to 16 mm in 
diameter and 6 mm in height.  The shell is relatively flat with has a depressed spire and a 
unicolour appearance of dark red-brown. 

This species is listed as critically endangered under criterion 2, as its geographic distribution 
is precarious for the survival of the species and is very restricted. 

This species is restricted to Mount Gower on Lord Howe Island (Northern Rivers Natural 
Resource Management Region). 

The key threat to Whitelegge’s Land Snail is predation by introduced rats and introduced 
birds and ants. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional actions include: 

 Research into the biology and ecology of the species 

 Investigate the impacts of rodent eradication methods on non-target species and other 
environmental impacts. 

 

The following are actions that can be carried out to stop the decline or support the recovery of 
the species. 

Priority Actions 

Implement the draft Biodiversity Management Plan of Lord Howe Island, which includes the 
following actions. 

Invasive Weeds 

o Implement management actions identified in the draft Biodiversity Management Plan of 
Lord Howe Island. 

Animal Predation or Competition 

o Implement actions and tasks identified in the draft Biodiversity Management Plan of Lord 
Howe Island for the control and eradication of rats on Lord Howe Island.  

Conservation Information 

o Raise awareness of the species within the local community. 

Establishing Additional Populations 

o Investigate and if appropriate, undertake a captive breeding program that could potentially 
lead to the establishment of additional populations of the species in the wild. 

 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of listing. 
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