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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Acacia anomala (Grass Wattle) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Acacia anomala, Family Mimosaceae, also known as Grass Wattle and Chittering Grass 
Wattle, is a spindly rush-like shrub, up to 45 cm tall, with several slender, dull green stems 
arising from near the base. The lower stems are usually circular in cross-section, while the 
upper stems have distinct wings, up to 2 mm wide. Juvenile leaves have few pairs of leaflets. 
Sharply pointed phyllodes (flattened leaf stalks that resemble leaves) up to 10 cm long and 
7 mm wide, are scattered or absent. Numerous tiny yellow flowers are clustered into 
cylindrical flower heads, up to 2.5 cm long and 1 cm across, on short stalks. The flower heads 
are solitary at the nodes. This species is quite distinctive. It has some resemblance to 
Willdenow’s Wattle (Acacia willdenowiana), which has stems with wide wings and globular 
(rather than cylindrical) flower heads. Flowering occurs from August to September (Brown et 
al., 1998). 

Conservation Status 
Grass Wattle is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Grass Wattle is also listed as Declared 
Rare Flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Grass Wattle is known from 13 populations, occurring in three disjunct localities over a       
45 km range on the western slopes of the Darling Range, east of Perth, Western Australia. 
This species occurs within the Swan and Avon (Western Australia) Natural Resource 
Management Regions. The three localities in which these populations are found— 
Kalamunda/Bickley, Chittering/Bullsbrook, and Pickering Brook—all display shallow grey 
sands over laterite. In these locations, Grass Wattle is entangled amongst other low shrubs in 
low open woodland of Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata), Wandoo (E. wandoo) and Marri 
(Corymbia calophylla), over heath dominated by grevilleas, dryandras, hakeas and acacias 
(Brown et al., 1998). The Chittering and Kalamunda groups represent separate and genetically 
distinct evolutionary units with different reproductive systems: Chittering individuals 
reproduce primarily by seed, while the Kalamunda population appears to be clonal (Coates, 
1988).    

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Grass Wattle include rubbish dumping; wood collecting; weeds; 
road maintenance activities; and further urban development (Brown et al., 1998).  

The main potential threat to Grass Wattle is inappropriate fire regimes. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program, 
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• Regeneration response in relation to disturbance, and 
• Effects of fire on populations and the species’ regeneration. 
Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Grass Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Equal conservation priority should be given to all clonal populations in the Kalamunda 

area, but high priority to only a few larger populations in the Chittering area (Coates, 
1988). 

• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 
Grass Wattle. 

• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 
activities as appropriate) in areas where Grass Wattle occurs do not adversely impact on 
known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds in the local region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Grass Wattle. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Grass Wattle within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement appropriate national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Grass Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the species through the development of conservation agreements 

and/or covenants. 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Grass Wattle, 

using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Grass Wattle, using appropriate methods.  

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Grass Wattle, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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