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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hibbertia basaltica (Basalt Guinea Flower) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this conservation advice was approved. 

Description 
Hibbertia basaltica, commonly known as the Basalt Guinea Flower, is a prostrate woody shrub that 
spreads by overground stems. It has linear-oblong leaves less than 1 cm long, and bright yellow 
flowers that occur on 1–2 cm long stalks at the end of short leafy branches. Each flower has five 
petals. 

Conservation Status 
The Basalt Guinea Flower is eligible for listing as endangered under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) because its geographic distribution is judged 
to be restricted and precarious for its survival, and the number of mature individuals is low and 
likely to decline due to the threats listed below. The species is currently listed as rare (under the 
name Hibbertia sp. ‘Pontville’) under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Basalt Guinea Flower is endemic to southern Tasmania, and occurs between Pontville and 
Bridgewater. The species is found in native grasslands on basalt slopes along the lower reaches of 
the Jordan River and one of its tributaries. It grows in a narrow band around 50-150 m from these 
watercourses. This species occurs within the South Tasmania Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

Threats 
The Basalt Guinea Flower’s original habitat has been heavily modified through residential, 
agricultural and light industrial development. Remaining habitats are subject to the threats of weed 
invasion, heavy grazing pressure, accumulation of woodpiles for the firewood industry, quarrying 
activities and residential and infrastructure development. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future local priority actions include: 

• Formal monitoring at all known sites to determine the response of the Basalt Guinea Flower to a 
range of disturbances, and to better understand its pollination mechanisms and germination 
requirements. 

Local Priority Actions 
The local priority recovery and threat abatement actions for the Basalt Guinea Flower are identified 
below:  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Land management agreements or conservation covenants are required to ensure that appropriate 

grazing levels are prescribed, and that the species’ native grassland habitat is not ploughed, 
improved or inadvertently destroyed. 

• Manage quarrying and firewood drying activities so further individuals, populations and habitats 
are not degraded or destroyed. 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Implement an urgent control program for woody weeds in the species’ habitat, using appropriate 

methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to reduce excessive grazing pressure to sustainable 

levels. 

• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing or other 
barriers. 

Fire 
• Ensure no inappropriate build up of woody or herbaceous debris, which could act as fuel for a 

potential fire in protected Crown Land habitats in the form of either ecological burns or light 
grazing. 

• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the 
Basalt Guinea Flower, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time 
of preparing the conservation advice. 
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