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Approved Conservation Advice for 

Pterostylis sp. Flat Rock Creek (D.L.Jones 15873 & K.J.Fitzgerald) 

(Spring Tiny Greenhood) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

 

      This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 

      management prescriptions for this species. 
 

Description 

Pterostylis sp. Flat Rock Creek (D.L.Jones 15873 & K.J.Fitzgerald), Family Orchidaceae, also 
known as the Spring Tiny Greenhood, is a tuberous terrestrial orchid that grows to approximately 
20 cm high. The species has relatively large flowers for the genus, up to 10 mm long and 4.5 mm 
wide. These flowers are green at the base with distinctive white stripes and dark brown to 
blackish towards the top. The species has a rosette of leaves which appear prior to flowering 
(Jones, 2006a). 

Conservation Status 

The Spring Tiny Greenhood is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing 
as critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a very restricted geographic distribution with an estimated 
area of occupancy of less than 1 km2. The species’ geographic distribution is precarious for its 
survival as it exists at a limited number of locations and is subject to ongoing and potential 
threats (TSSC, 2009). 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Spring Tiny Greenhood is known from five populations in heath and heathy forests in the 
Nowra district of NSW. One population is in a national park, one is on land zoned for urban 
development and the other three are on uncommitted crown land. Three of these populations 
occur near or adjacent to roads. The species is most commonly found in open sites in shallow 
sandy soil and moss gardens around the margins of sandstone sheets with associated dwarf heaths 
and sedges. The species’ extent of occurrence is approximately 6 km2 and its area of occupancy is 
estimated to be less than 1 km2. The species has a population size of approximately 500 mature 
individuals. (Jones, pers. comm., 2006; ERIN, 2009). 

The Spring Tiny Greenhood occurs within the Sydney Basin IBRA Bioregions and the Southern 
Rivers Natural Resource Management Region.  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to the Spring Tiny Greenhood is habitat clearance. 

The main potential threats to the Spring Tiny Greenhood include altered hydrological regimes, 
climate change, vehicle traffic, road works, illegal collection and trampling by people. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 

 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance existing 
programs. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative 
impacts of threatening processes. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. Due to the cryptic dormant period of the species during 
summer, surveys should be undertaken during the August – October flowering period. 

 Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful establishment, 
including mycorrhizal association trials.  

Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the recovery 
of the Spring Tiny Greenhood. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 

 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and the 
need to adapt them if necessary. 

 Ensure development, road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or 
development activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the 
Spring Tiny Greenhood occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Maintain current superficial groundwater hydrological regimes. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and for crown land 
investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if possible. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of the Spring Tiny Greenhood within the local community.  

 Frequently engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land on 
which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed and mycorrhizal fungi collection and storage. 

 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Spring Tiny 
Greenhood, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice. 
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