
 

Advice to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts from the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) on Amendments to the list of Threatened 

Species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 
1. Scientific name (common name) 
Eremophila sp. Veneta (R.J. Chinnock 8250) WA Herbarium (Metallic-flowered Eremophila) 

 

2.  Description 
The Metallic-flowered Eremophila is a low, spreading shrub up to 50 cm tall and up to 2 m wide 
with small, densely clustered dark green leaves. It has solitary honeysuckle-like metallic blue-
green flowers, tinged with yellow and purple which are supported by long flattened stalks. It grows 
on white sandy-clay flats in low eucalyptus woodland (WA CALM 2006). 

 
3. National Context 
The Metallic-flowered Eremophila occurs in the Wheatbelt of Western Australia, from near 
Bendering to near Ongerup (WA CALM 2006). The species is no longer listed in Western 
Australia under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 because more populations have been found, 
the number of known plants has increased and the majority of plants are within nature reserves and 
shire reserves. 

 

4.  How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria 
The Committee judges the species to be not eligible for listing under the EPBC Act. The 
justification against the criteria is as follows: 

 

Criterion 1 – It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

In 1995 the species was known from nine subpopulations, with approximately 200 plants in total, 
the largest comprising 72 plants (Kershaw et al. 1997). The most recent survey (1999-2002), has 
recorded a 20 fold increase in the number of individuals. It records 21 known subpopulations 
comprising approximately 3900 mature plants, with the largest subpopulation in excess of 1700 
mature plants (along with more than 200 seedlings) (WA CALM 2006). 

The Metallic-flowered Eremophila was listed as critically endangered in Western Australia in 
1995, however the conservation status of the species was downgraded because population size and 
range increased. This was as a result of more detailed surveys locating additional subpopulations 
and individuals, rather than the recruitment of additional plants to already known subpopulations 
(WA CALM 2006). 

There has probably been an historical decline in numbers, due to clearing for agriculture. Much of 
the area between populations has been cleared. Remnant vegetation cover, in the Shires where this 
species occurs, ranges from 27% cover in the Shire of Kent to 5% in the Shire of Corrigin 
(Shepherd et al. 2002). However, it is not known how much of this area would have supported the 
species and therefore what the degree of decline may have been. 

The majority of known plants (53%) are within nature reserves (five subpopulations) and shire 
reserves (three subpopulations) and relatively secure, with few current threats (WA CALM 2006). 
Roadside populations may be exposed to threats such as weed invasion, agricultural chemical drift, 
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grazing and road maintenance activities including road widening (WA CALM 2006; Kershaw et 
al. 1997). An Interim Recovery Plan was previously prepared for the Metallic-flowered 
Eremophila and a number of recovery actions outlined in the plan, such as fencing to protect 
private property populations from grazing, were implemented. Since this species is likely to be a 
disturbance opportunist, road maintenance activities may not be a significant threat, and, in fact, 
could promote recruitment. 

Due to a lack of historical survey information across all sites, there are insufficient quantitative 
data available to indicate actual trends in the population size of the species, nor any current 
information on the likelihood or rate of future decline. Therefore, there are insufficient data 
available to assess the species against this criterion. 

 

Criterion 2 – Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

The species distribution is severely fragmented and its geographic distribution is limited.  It is 
currently known from 21 subpopulations and has an extent of occurrence of approximately 9600 
km2.There are insufficient data to estimate the area of occupancy because this was not recorded for 
most sites and the inter-site and intra-site variability preclude accurate extrapolation of the 
recorded data. However, the area of occupancy would be significantly less than the extent of 
occurrence. While the known extent of the species has increased in recent years through extensive 
survey, there are insufficient data to show trends in the actual extent of occurrence or area of 
occupancy for the species. 

There has probably been an historical decline in distribution, due to clearing for agriculture. Much 
of the area between subpopulations has been cleared. However, it is not known how much of this 
area would have supported the species. The majority of known plants are within nature reserves 
and shire reserves where they are not impacted by clearing or development works (WA CALM 
2006). Many plants also occur on roadside verges and may be subject to occasional disturbance 
from maintenance works. However, the Metallic-flowered Eremophila is thought to be a 
distrubance opportunist such that road maintenance works could stimulate increased recruitment of 
seedlings (WA CALM 2006). Consequently, the majority of subpopulations are in situations 
where they are either relatively secure from, or have a robust response to, threats. 

Therefore the geographic distribution of the species is not precarious and it is not eligible for 
listing under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 3 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is limited to a particular 
degree and: (a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a particular 
rate; or (b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 
The total number of mature individuals is estimated to be 3900 (WA CALM 2006) and is therefore 
limited to a degree.  However, evidence does not suggest that this number is in decline.  The most 
recent survey (1999-2002) recorded a 20 fold increase in the number of individuals. It should be 
noted, that this was a result of locating additional subpopulations and individuals, rather than the 
recruitment of additional plants to already known subpopulations (WA CALM 2006). The 
majority of known plants are within nature reserves and shire reserves and relatively secure, with 
few current threats (WA CALM 2006). 

Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 
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Criterion 4 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

The total number of mature individuals is estimated to be 3900 (WA CALM 2006) and so is not 
low. Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 5 – Probability of extinction in the wild 
There are insufficient data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 
The Metallic-flowered Eremophila is a low, spreading shrub up to 50 cm tall that occurs in the 
Wheatbelt of Western Australia. The conservation status of the species was downgraded in WA 
because recent surveys discovered substantially more populations and the known number of plants 
increased. 

The most recent survey of 21 known subpopulations found approximately 3900 mature plants. 
Evidence does not suggest that the species is in decline. The extent of occurrence is estimated to 
be over 9600 km2. The majority of plants are within nature reserves and shire reserves and 
relatively secure with few current threats. 

The species is not eligible for listing under any of the criteria. 

 

6.  Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be amended 
by deleting from the list in the endangered category: 

Eremophila sp. Veneta (R.J. Chinnock 8250) WA Herbarium (Metallic-flowered 
Eremophila) 

 

 

 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton 

Chair 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
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