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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Phaleria biflora 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Phaleria biflora, Family Thymelaeaceae, is a tree growing to 5 m high. Leaves are arranged 
in opposite pairs on the branches, with successive pairs borne at right angles to each other, on 
stalks 3–4 mm long. Leaf blades are 2.5–8 cm long, 1.5–4 cm wide, broadest below the 
centre, hairless. Inflorescences of paired flowers are borne in the angles between leaves and 
stems, on stalks about 10 mm long. Flowers are on short stalks, the lower part of the flower 
consisting of a cylindrical tube about 10 mm long, with four sepals at the summit of the tube. 
Sepals are 2–3 mm long, cream, the inner surface densely hairy. Flowers have eight stamens 
in two whorls, the upper whorl borne at the summit of the tube and protruding beyond the 
sepals (Rye, 1990). Fruits are fleshy and black (BRI collection records, n.d.). Flowering has 
been observed in December and January, fruiting in May and July (BRI collection records, 
n.d.). This species was previously known as Oreodendron biflorum (Herber, 2001). 

Conservation Status 

Phaleria biflora is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to 
the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable as Oreodendron biflorum under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as 
rare under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Phaleria biflora is known from north Queensland, where it occurs in rainforest (Rye, 1990). 
The Queensland Herbarium has eight specimens of P. biflora collected between 1929 and 
2008 at Thornton Peak and Black Mountain in the upper Daintree River area, and in the 
vicinity of Mount Lewis in Main Coast Range (BRI collection records, n.d.). Population 
numbers and extent of occurrence are unknown for this species. Collectors recorded the 
species as common at Thornton Peak in 1929, Black Mountain in 1998 and North Mary 
Logging Area SFR 143 in 2001; occasional at North Mary Logging Area in 1994 and north-
west of Black Mountain in 1998; and very rare at a site in Mount Lewis Forest Reserve in 
2008 (BRI collection records, n.d.). Collections have been made in notophyll-microphyll 
forest and stunted scrub on granite at altitudes of 1140–1350 m (BRI collection records, n.d.). 
Phaleria biflora is reserved in Daintree National Park and Mount Lewis Forest Reserve (BRI 
collection records, n.d.). This species occurs within the Wet Tropics (Queensland) Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

Research is needed to identify potential threats to Phaleria biflora. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify the threatening processes impacting on, or potentially affecting P. biflora. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of P. biflora. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where P. biflora occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of P. biflora within the local community. 
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. biflora, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

 

Information Sources: 

BRI Collection Records (Undated), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 
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