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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Myriophyllum coronatum 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Myriophyllum coronatum, Family Rubiaceae, is a 5 cm tall, mat-forming, wetland plant with 
small, distinctive, bright-red fruits and reduced male flowers. It grows in moist-to-wet sandy 
soils in a sheltered, shaded position on the shores of a shallow lake fringed by open woodland.   

Conservation Status 
Myriophyllum coronatum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 1994 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
In Australia, Myriophyllum coronatum is known only from a very small area at Lake Bronto, 
at the top of Cape York Peninsula, northern Queensland, within the Cape York (Queensland) 
Natural Resource Management Region. Although several kilometres of potential habitat exist 
around the margins of this and a neighbouring lake, Lake Wicheura, these have not been 
searched due to swampy terrain, lack of road access and the threat posed by salt-water 
crocodiles.  

The only other recorded location of this species is near Weam, in the Western District of 
Papua New Guinea (Orchard, 1986). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to M. coronatum include its naturally restricted distribution; habitat 
degradation; and settlement pressures such as destruction of individuals, water table changes, 
feral animals, especially feral pigs (Sus scrofa) and weeds.  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Further research into factors limiting the species distribution and posing a threat to 

Myriophyllum coronatum (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Myriophyllum coronatum.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Develop and implement a conservation plan, with input and co-operation of the local 

Aboriginal people. 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
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• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 
the need to adapt them if necessary. 

• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 
activities as appropriate) in areas where M. coronatum occurs do not adversely impact on 
known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds in the local region. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs in 

the local region.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Myriophyllum coronatum. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

 Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of M. coronatum within the local community.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to M. coronatum, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of development of 
this conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 
Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005). 
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