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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Commersonia argentea (a shrub) 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Commersonia argentea Guymer 

State Listing Status This species was listed as vulnerable under Queensland’s 
Nature Conservation Act 1992 but was delisted in 2001. 

Description A shrub growing to 4 m tall, with silvery or glaucous leaves 
ovate in outline, and measuring 2.5–13 cm long by 1–8 cm 
wide. The leaf margins are crenulate with 34–39 pairs of teeth. 
The flowers are white to cream in colour and measure 9–10 mm 
in diameter (Guymer, 2005). 

Distribution The species is endemic to central and south-east Queensland 
from the Great Dividing Range west of Springsure, south-east to 
near Chinchilla (Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). Known from 
seven separate locations that represent seven populations: 
Castlevale Station; Bull Creek Gorge; Goodliffe area of the 
Carnarvon National Park; near Salvator, Rosa National Park; 
Vesta, south of Rolleston; Injune-Rolleston road; and Cadarga 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

The species occurs in woodlands to open forest communities 
growing on alluvial flats in gullies and gorges, on stony ridges 
and rocky hill slopes. Soils are loamy to sandy in texture and 
derived from sandstone or shale substrates (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009a). 

Flowers have been recorded from November to March, but fruit 
or seed set has not been observed and requirements are 
unknown (Guymer, 2005). Reproduction is by vegetative 
reproduction from root suckers. It has been observed that fire 
promotes recruitment of individuals from suckering rootstocks 
(Guymer, pers. comm., 2009). 

Threats  

Known There are no known threats to this species (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009b). 

Potential No potential threats to this species have been identified 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009b). 

 



The Minister deleted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 23/05/2013 
 

Commersonia argentea (a shrub) Listing Advice 
Page 2 of 4 

3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Not limited – The extent of occurrence is 35 000 km2 and the 
area of occupancy unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Initially known only from a small area at Cadarga near 
Chinchilla, south-east Queensland, the species is now known 
to be more widespread with at least seven known 
subpopulations, one of which is present in the conservation 
estate. There are no declines in distribution or population 
numbers recorded and no known or potential past, current and 
future threats recorded for this species (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009b). 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are available 
so the total number of mature individuals is unknown. 
However, it is reported to be a very common species where it 
has been recorded (Guymer, 2005; Queensland Herbarium 
2009a). It is often found in stands that can cover up to a 
hectare (Guymer, 2005). 

Continued rate of decline  

OR 
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Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are available 
so the total number of mature individuals is unknown. 
However, it is reported to be a very common species where it 
has been recorded (Guymer, 2005; Queensland Herbarium 
2009a). It is often found in stands that can cover up to a 
hectare (Guymer, 2005). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No – see Criterion 2 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment – see 
Criterion 3 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
5. Recommendation 
The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the availability of more 
information that significantly increases the number of known populations, extends its known 
distribution, and records it within a conservation reserve. Furthermore, recent information 
suggests that there are no known threats to the species. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Commersonia argentea 
 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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