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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Banksia brownii (Brown’s Banksia) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.   

Description 

Banksia brownii, Family Proteaceae, also known as Brown’s Banksia or the Feather-leaved 
Banksia, is a smooth-barked shrub or small tree, up to 6 m high. The linear leaves, 3–12 cm 
long and 5–10 mm wide, are finely divided to the midrib, giving them a feathery appearance. 
The leaves are dark green and hairless above, but white and woolly beneath. Cylindrical 
reddish-brown flower-spikes form at the ends of the lower branchlets and underlie the upper 
branchlets. Flowers are pale brown or reddish to golden brown, opening from the top of the 
cylindrical spike from May to July. Seeds are stored in woody cones and released when the 
parent plant is burnt. After fire, plants regenerate from seed (Brown et al., 1998; Gilfillan & 
Barrett, 2008). 

Conservation Status 

Brown’s Banksia is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as Declared Rare Flora under Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Brown’s Banksia is endemic to Western Australia and is currently known from 17 small, 
isolated populations from Stirling Range National Park south to Albany and Cheyne Beach. 
There are an estimated 10 000 mature plants. The species inhabits areas of open scrub over 
heath or low open woodland. It grows in a variety of soils, including shallow sand over 
laterite, sandy loam over granite and shallow sand over schist on slight rises, gullies or 
mountain tops. The associated vegetation is rich in proteaceous and myrtaceous species 
(Brown et al., 1998; Gilfillan & Barrett, 2008).  

This species occurs within the South Coast (Western Australia) Natural Resource 
Management Region. 

This species occurs within the “Eastern Stirling Range Montane Heath and Thicket” EPBC 
Act-listed ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Brown’s Banksia is its high susceptibility to dieback caused by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi. The extent of dieback in this species is such that Brown’s Banksia 
could become extinct in the wild within a decade if protective measures are not carried out. 
Application of phosphite promises to control the disease in some populations. Other threats to 
this species include fire, Armillaria (root rot) and aerial canker infection (Zythiostroma sp.)  
(Brown et al., 1998; Gilfillan & Barrett, 2008).  
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The main potential threats to Brown’s Banksia include habitat loss, disturbance, inappropriate 
fire regimes and modification. A fire interval of 15–20 years has been proposed in the 
recovery plan for this species (Gilfillan & Barrett, 2008). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Investigate the use of phosphite for protection from dieback caused by 

Phytophthora cinnamomi, including the effectiveness of its application. 
 Survey opportunistically for new populations in appropriate areas. 
 Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Brown’s Banksia. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
 Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from further 

outbreaks of dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi, Armillaria and aerial canker 
infection. 

 If necessary, implement appropriate management actions to minimise the adverse impacts 
of existing Phytophthora cinnamomi, Armillaria and aerial canker infestations. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where Brown’s Banksia occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and/or covenants 
on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Brown’s Banksia. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
 Where appropriate, provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire 

Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), 
risk register and/or operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Brown’s Banksia within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Brown’s 
Banksia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Declared rare and poorly known flora in the Albany District (Robinson & Coates, 1995), 
 Recovery Plan for the Feather-Leaved Banksia Banksia brownii (Gilfillan & Barrett, 

2008), and  
 There are several management and threat abatement plans addressing the problem of 

Phytophthora cinnamomi in Western Australia (Dieback Working Group, 2000; CALM, 
2003). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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