
 

  

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

   
  

 

 

 

 

This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 7 December 2009 

Approved Conservation Advice for: Veronica derwentiana subsp. homalodonta 
(Mount Lofty Speedwell) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available 
information at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing 
plans, records or management prescriptions for this subspecies. 

Description 

Veronica derwentiana subsp. homalodonta, Family Scrophulariaceae, also known as 
the Mount Lofty Speedwell, is a large herbaceous plant that grows to 1.5 m high and 
2 m wide. The stems emerge annually from a long-lived rootstock, forming a large 
clump. The Mount Lofty Speedwell has large toothed leaves and tubular white or pale 
lilac to pale blue flowers that occur in large stalked clusters at the ends of the 
branches (Briggs and Ehrendorfer, 1992). 

Conservation Status 

The Mount Lofty Speedwell is listed as critically endangered. This subspecies is 
eligible for listing as critically endangered under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as its geographic distribution 
is very restricted and the total number of mature individuals of the subspecies is 
between 100 and 200 plants, which is very low and it is subject to a range of ongoing 
threats such as weed invasion, damming for agriculture and urban expansion making 
the subspecies’ geographic distribution precarious for its survival (TSSC, 2009).  

The subspecies is also listed as endangered under Schedule 7 of the South 
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Mount Lofty Speedwell is endemic to South Australia where it occurs in the 
southern Mount Lofty Ranges, to the east and south of Adelaide, and on Kangaroo 
Island. The subspecies occurs in the higher, wetter regions of the Mount Lofty 
Ranges, from Forest Range in the central ranges to Deep Creek, near Cape Jervis. 
The east-west extent of the subspecies is quite restricted, reaching its widest extent 
in the southern Fleurieu Peninsula between Myponga and Hindmarsh Valley. There 
are two records of the subspecies on Kangaroo Island, at the western end of the 
island in Flinders Chase National Park and in the upper catchment of the Cygnet 
River in the central part of the Island. The Mount Lofty Speedwell is commonly found 
in moist gullies and near creeklines, where it typically occurs in the gap between the 
waterline and the tree canopy, or where rocky outcrops create a high level of light.  

The extent of occurrence of the Mount Lofty Speedwell is approximately 610 km2. 
However, the area of occupancy is estimated to be less than 0.001 km2, as most 
known populations are comprised of very few plants. The estimated total number of 
mature individuals of the Mount Lofty Speedwell is between 100 and 200 plants. The 
subspecies appears to be in decline as it has become extinct at 5 locations in the 
past 30 to 80 years. This subspecies occurs within the Kanmantoo Bioregion and the 
Mount Lofty Ranges and Greater Adelaide, and Kangaroo Island Natural Resource 
Management Regions. 

The distribution of this subspecies is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological community. 
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Threats 

The main identified threat to the Mount Lofty Speedwell is from invasion by weeds 
such as Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus aggregate), Montpellier Broom (Genista 
monspessulana), Sweet Briar (Rosa rubiginosa), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) 
and vetch (Vicia spp.). 

The main potential threats to the subspecies include weed control practices, such as 
the use of pesticides or the mechanical removal of weeds. Altered hydrological 
regimes caused by agricultural practices, such as damming of creeks, and grazing by 
livestock as well as stormwater pollution from urban development may also pose 
threats to the subspecies. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Assess the ecological requirements of the subspecies in relation to recruitment 

requirements as the subspecies has few or no juveniles. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and 

enhance existing programs. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any 

additional populations. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
	 Undertake genetic analyses to 1/ assess current gene flow (using markers and 

analyses capable of distinguishing population divergence on an evolutionary 
timescale, from that which might be due to more recent impacts), and 2/ identify 
populations with low genetic diversity that might benefit from artificial introduction 
of genetic material from other populations from which they have relatively recently 
diverged. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can 
be done to support the recovery of the Mount Lofty Speedwell. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management 

actions and the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure there is no disturbance in areas where the Mount Lofty Speedwell occurs, 

excluding necessary actions to manage the conservation of the species. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Manage any disruptions to water flows or changes to hydrology that may result in 

changes to the water table, cause increased run-off or pollution. 
	 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in 
reserve tenure if possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
	 Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Blackberry (Rubus 

fruticosus aggregate), Montpellier Broom (Genista monspessulana), Sweet Briar 
(Rosa rubiginosa), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and vetch (Vicia spp.) in the 
region. 
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	 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a 
significant adverse impact on the Mount Lofty Speedwell. 

	 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the 
Mount Lofty Speedwell, using appropriate methods.   

	 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a 
threat to the Mount Lofty Speedwell, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
	 If livestock grazing occurs in the area, ensure land managers use an appropriate 

management regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this 
subspecies. 

	 Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at significant sites through 
exclusion fencing or other barriers.  

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
	 Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from 

outbreaks of dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Conservation Information 
	 Raise awareness of the Mount Lofty Speedwell within the local community.  
	 Frequently engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for 

the land on which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to 
contribute to the implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking or enhancing current populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the 
Mount Lofty Speedwell, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest 
priority at the time of preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Information Sources: 

Briggs BG and Ehrendorfer F (1992). A revision of the Australian species of 
Parahebe and Derwentia. Telopea 5: 241-287. 

TSSC (Threatened Species Scientific Committee) (2009). Listing advice for Veronica 
derwentiana subsp. homalodonta (Mount Lofty Speedwell). 
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