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Advice from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 
on the list of Threatened Species under the  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Rhinerrhizopsis matutina (cupped freckle orchid) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Rhinerrhizopsis maturina D.L. Jones & 
M.A Clem.  

Until recently, the species was called Rhinerrhizopsis moorei in 
Australia.  Jones and Clements (2006) consider the Australian 
populations of this genus to be a distinct species and described it as 
Rhinerrhizopsis maturtina. 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992.  

Description The Cupped Freckle Orchid is an epiphyte usually consisting of a 
single semi-pendulous stem 50–120 mm long with 3 to 8 leaves.  
The leaves are oblong in outline, 15–30 cm long by 5 to 6 cm wide, 
thin-textured, partially drooping and usually heavily suffused with a 
pink or mauve coloration.  The leaf tips are unequally notched.  The 
racemes are pendulous, 30–50 cm long and bear 10 to 50 flowers.  
The short–lived flowers are cupped, 12–15 across and tawny yellow, 
heavily spotted and blotched with brown (Jones, 1988, 2006). 

Distribution In Australia, the species is confined to north-eastern Queensland 
where it occurs from the Iron Range to the McIlwraith Range 
(Australian National Herbarium, 2009; Queensland Herbarium, 
2009a).   

Seven locations are known (Lavarack, 1977, 1980; Australian 
National Herbarium, 2009; Queensland Herbarium, 2009a): 

Iron Range area 

• Gordon Creek: Crown land (EPA estate, Iron Range 
Resources Reserve) 

• Claudie River: Crown land (EPA estate, Iron Range National 
Park and Resources Reserve) 

• Yarraman Creek: Crown land (EPA estate, Iron Range 
National Park 

• Capsize Creek - Lockhart River: freehold land (Lockhart River 
Aboriginal Shire) 

• Macrossan Range: land tenure unknown  

McIlwraith Range area: 

• Peach Creek: freehold land (Cook Shire) 

• Chester River - Leo Creek: Crown land (EPA estate, Kulla 
(McIlwraith Range) National Park (Cape York Peninsula 
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Aboriginal Land) 

The species also occurs in Indonesia, New Guinea and the Solomon 
Islands. 

Relevant Biology/Ecology An epiphytic orchid that grows on trees at varying heights, the 
species most commonly is found low down on tree trunks in deep 
shade and where conditions include high humidity and low air 
movement (Lavarack and Gray, 1992). However, the species is 
suggested to be tolerant of a wide range of light intensities (Dockrill, 
1992). It flowers erratically throughout the year and generally more 
than once a year with the main period being from July to September 
(Jones, 1988; Dockrill, 1992). The flowers are fragrant, last less than 
a day, opening early in morning and often finished by midday (Jones 
2006).  All plants in an area flower synchronously (Jones, 2006).   

In Australia, habitat includes notophyll vine forests and semi-
deciduous mesophyll vine forests, particularly along forest margins 
and stream banks. Altitudinal range is from sea level to 
approximately 600 m (Lavarack, 1977, 1980; Jones, 2006). 

Threats  

Known There are no known threats to this species.   

Potential Illegal collecting of plants is a potential threat to all populations. 
Landsberg and Clarkson (2004) assessed this species at a moderate 
risk of illegal collecting, despite being sought after by specialist 
collectors.  Illegal collecting has not been a large problem in the 
McIlwraith Range because of the inaccessible nature of the country.  
Lavarack (1980) considered that increased accessibility in time 
would become a major problem in the protection of orchid flora in the 
region (Lavarack, 1980). Orchid populations at lower altitudes and 
near roadways in the Iron Range area have already been subject to 
significant collecting pressure and in these areas populations are 
depleted (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b).   

Rhinerrhizopsis matutina is included in plants with special restrictions 
on taking and use under Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992.  
It is illegal to harvest from the wild, propagate or sell restricted plants 
or plant parts without a special licence, which is granted only if 
specific evidence is provided to show that the wild harvesting is 
ecologically sustainable. 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered by the 
Committee. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data 
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Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 

restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The known extent of occurrence is approximately 1200 
km2 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

(Queensland Herbarium, 2009b). 

No – Known from only seven locations, though its distribution is not 
considered to be severely fragmented. Four locations are within the 
Queensland conservation estate, and one is within Aboriginal 
managed lands. The species has limited identified threats and the 
likelihood of locating additional locations within the extent of 
occurrence is considered to be high (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009b).  

 

Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are available. 
Lavarack (1980) reports it as being abundant in the appropriate 
habitat. Jones (2006) notes the species to be locally common.   

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are available. 
Lavarack (1980) reports it as being abundant in the appropriate 
habitat.  Jones (2006) notes the species to be locally common.   

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 
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Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are available. 
Lavarack (1980) reports it as being abundant in the appropriate 
habitat.  Jones (2006) notes the species to be locally common.   

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

 (b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendation 

Although there are insufficient data to access the species against the criteria, the Committee 
recommends a precautionary approach be applied and hence that no amendment be made to 
the list referred to in section 178 of the EBPC Act and that Rhinerrhizopsis maturina remains 
eligible for inclusion in the vulnerable category of the list. 
 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

2 December 2010 
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