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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eremophila tetraptera 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Eremophila tetraptera, Family Myoporaceae, is a shrub or small tree growing up to 1–3 m 
high. Branchlets are resinous when young, sometimes becoming marked by dense and 
prominent leaf-bases. Leaves are arranged alternately, often clustered on short lateral 
branchlets, covered in glandular hairs when young but soon becoming hairless. Leaves are 
dull green, flat, narrowly lance-shaped, 1.5–6 cm long, 2–7 mm wide, narrowing to a stalk-
like base up to 5 mm long and the apex is obtuse to somewhat acute or with a minute point, 
margin entire. Flowers are solitary, in the angles between stems and leaves on slender stalks 
that are doubly curved (S-shaped). The five sepals are lance-shaped, 4–8 mm long, 2–2.5 mm 
wide, gradually tapering to acute. The corolla is 20–28 mm long, tubular, curved, constricted 
above the ovary, with a two-lobed upper lip and a three-lobed lower lip. The tube is hairless, 
red to reddish-orange outside; orange to yellowish and hairy inside and the lower lip is 
spotted with red. The four stamens project beyond the corolla tube. Fruit are dry, corky, 
prominently four-winged, 10–15 mm long and 10–20 mm wide. Flowering specimens have 
been collected in June and July; fruiting specimens in July and October (Smith, 1975; 
Chinnock, 2007).  

Conservation Status 

Eremophila tetraptera is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Eremophila tetraptera is known from the Diamantina River system in south-west Queensland. 
It has been collected in the vicinity of Narcissus, Munduran, Cork and Old Cork Homesteads, 
about 130 km south-west of Winton, and further south at Diamantina Lakes and Gum 
Waterhole, about 250 km south-west of Winton (BRI collection records, n.d.). The population 
size and extent of occurrence of this species are unknown. Eremophila tetraptera is known 
from 10 collections across 10 sites, covering approximately 200 km east to west. Collecting 
notes for herbarium specimens record the species as uncommon east of Gum Hole Steel Yards 
in 2005; scattered along 1 to 2 km of road east of Springvale Station in 1976; and it was the 
dominant component of shrubland west of Munduran in 1978 (BRI collection records, n.d.). 
The Gum Hole and Diamantina Lakes populations are reserved in Diamantina National Park 
(BRI collection records, n.d.). 

Eremophila tetraptera has been collected on slopes, in drainage hollows along a road and a 
plain between a sand dune and scree slope. Sites are usually on clay soils but also recorded on 
sandy gravel. Associated vegetation includes Acacia cambagei, Triodia longiceps, Digitaria 
ctenantha, Eragrostis xerophila and Sporobolus actinocladus (BRI collection records, n.d.). 
Limestone hills are considered important habitat for this species (QLD EPA, 2007). This 
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species occurs within the Desert Channels (Queensland) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

The distribution of this species is associated with “The community of native species 
dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the Great Artesian Basin” EPBC Act-
listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 

 Further work is needed to identify current or potential threats to Eremophila tetraptera. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify the threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting upon E. tetraptera. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of E. tetraptera. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Ensure infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where E. tetraptera occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

Conservation Information  
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to E. tetraptera, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Diamantina National Park Management Statement (QLD EPA, 2007), and 
 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006 – 2010 (EPA, 2006). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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