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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Eremophila tetraptera (a shrub) 
 

2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Eremophila tetraptera C.T.White 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable1

Description 

 under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

A slightly resinous round shrub or small tree growing to 3 m 
high. The slightly thick and fleshy leaves are lanceolate to 
oblanceolate in outline and measure 25–73 mm long by 3–15 
mm wide. The red to orange flowers measure approximately 30 
mm long and are borne singularly in the leaf axils. The fruits are 
prominently 4-winged and measure 10–15 mm long and        
10–20 mm wide (Chinnock, 2007). 

Distribution Restricted to the Diamantina River system, south-west of 
Winton in south-western Queensland (Chinnock, 2007), where it 
is known from two areas (Chinnock, 2007; Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009a): 

• Old Cork and Narcissus Homesteads 
• Gum Hole and Diamantina Lakes, Diamantina National 

Park. 

It is reported to be uncommon at the Gum Hole site. At the site 
west of Narcissus Homestead, this species has been recorded 
as locally dominant forming a low to tall open shrubland 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Occurs in low to tall shrubland communities, in small scattered 
populations usually along drainage channels on mostly clay 
loams or cracking clays where it is often associated with gidgee 
(Acacia cambagei) and perennial grasses (Chinnock, 2007). It 
has also been recorded on sandy soil, and occasionally on soil 
with ironstone gravel on the surface (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009a). 

Associated species include gidgee, giant grey spinifex 
(Triodia longiceps), native millett (Panicum decompositum), 
narrow-leaf neverfail (Eragrostis setifolia), barley Mitchell-grass 
(Astrebla pectinata), comb finger-grass (Digitaria ctenantha), 
knotty-butt neverfail (Eragrostis xerophila) and katoora 
(Sporobolus actinocladus) (Chinnock, 2007).  

Flowers have been recorded from June to August and fruits 
from June, July and October (Smith, 1975; Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009a).  

                                                 
1 State/Territory listing status subsequently may change to align with EPBC Act listing status 
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Plants are grazed by stock (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b). 

Threats  

Known There are no known threats to this species. 

Potential Grazing is recorded as a potential threat (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009b); however, the impact of this threat is minimal 
(Purdie, 2010, pers. comm.). 

Fire is also recorded a potential threat (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009b), however, given this species occurs in rocky habitat, 
substrate fuel load accumulation is minimal (Purdie, 2010, pers. 
comm.). 

 

3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1:   It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

 
Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

 
Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – This species has an extent of occurrence of 
approximately 3120 km2 and an unknown area of occupancy 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Although this species is currently known from only two 
locations (one in Diamantina National Park), it has no known 
threats and potential threats are minimal. The species’ 
geographic distribution is therefore not considered to be 
precarious for its survival. 
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Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

 
Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – There are no quantitative population data 
available. The species is recorded as uncommon at the Gum 
Hole site; however, at the site west of Narcissus Homestead 
the species dominates vegetation in a 5 ha patch, forming a 
low to tall open shrubland (Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – There are no quantitative population data 
available. However, whilst recorded as uncommon at the Gum 
Hole site, at the site west of Narcissus Homestead the species 
dominates vegetation, forming a low to tall open shrubland 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

 
Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment – See 
Criterion 3 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 
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5. Recommendations 
Based on available information on this species’ population size and geographic distribution, 
including no evidence of decline, the Committee notes that this species does not meet any of 
the required criteria for listing in any category.     

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Eremophila tetraptera  
 

 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
2 December 2010 
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