
This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 17 November 2009 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Banksia fuscobractea (Dark-bract Banksia) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Banksia fuscobractea, Family Proteaceae, also known as Dark-bract Banksia, is an erect, 
prickly, non-lignotuberous shrub growing to one metre high with wedge-shaped, pungently 
serrate (prickly) leaves four to seven centimetres long, each with four to nine teeth on each 
side. The flower head is four to five centimetres in diameter with pale yellow and mauve 
flowers. There are between 180 and 190 flowers on each head, which appear between July 
and August. The stems are covered with a thick mat of hairs (DEC, 2008). 

Conservation Status 

The Dark-bract Banksia is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing 
as critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act) (Cwlth) as it has a very low population size that is likely to continue to 
decline, and a very restricted geographic distribution which is precarious for the survival of 
the species (TSSC, 2009). 

The Dark-bract Banksia is also listed as declared rare flora under the Western Australian 
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, and is managed as critically endangered (according to IUCN 
criteria) by the Western Australian Government. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Dark-bract Banksia is endemic to Western Australia, and is known from two roadside 
populations southeast of Gillingarra, approximately 125 km northeast of Perth. The estimated 
extent of occurrence and area of occupancy of the species are less than 1 km2 (CALM, 2006). 

The population size of the species in 2008 was approximately 55 mature plants (DEC, 2009). 

The Dark-bract Banksia grows in lateritic gravel and also in sand over laterite in low dense 
heath (DEC, 2008). 

The species is located within the Swan Coastal Plain IBRA Bioregion and the Northern 
Agricultural Natural Resource Management region (CALM, 2006). The distribution of this 
species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 

The main threats to the species include road maintenance works, fence or firebreak 
maintenance, gravel extraction, weed invasion and grazing (CALM, 2006; DEC, 2008). Past 
threats include the clearing of land for agriculture which has reduced the amount of suitable 
habitat for the species. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 

Banksia fuscobractea (Dark-bract Banksia) Conservation Advice — Page 1 of 3 



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 17 November 2009 

 More precisely assess population size, geographic distribution, ecological requirements 
and demographic information, including; 
o factors that trigger or influence germination and recruitment; 
o seed viability; 
o longevity of plants and time taken to reach maturity;  
o the reproductive strategies, phenology and seasonal growth of the species; 
o the species’ response to disturbance; and 
o other relevant mortality and morphological data for the species. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
subpopulations of Dark-bract Banksia. Surveys should ideally be undertaken during the 
species’ main flowering period (July and August). 

 Undertake seed germination and seedling establishment trials to determine the 
requirement for successful establishment. 

Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Dark-bract Banksia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Ensure road maintenance activities and fence or firebreak maintenance works (or other 

infrastructure or development activities such as gravel extraction), involving substrate or 
vegetation disturbance in areas where Dark-bract Banksia occurs, do not adversely impact 
on the known subpopulations. 

 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 
the need to adapt them if necessary. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Dark-bract 

Banksia, using appropriate methods. 
 Manage sites to prevent the introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat 

to Dark-bract Banksia, using appropriate methods. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Dark-bract Banksia. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 If livestock grazing occurs in the area, ensure land owners/managers use an appropriate 

management regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species. 
 Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Dark-bract Banksia within the local community through site visits, 

signage (e.g. declared rare flora markers to help prevent disturbance at sites), local print 
and electronic media, and fact sheets/information brochures. 

 Maintain liaison with private landholders and land managers of land on which populations 
occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Continue to undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
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 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Dark-bract 
Banksia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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