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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Lasjia claudiensis (a tree) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Lasjia claudiensis (C.L.Gross & 
B.Hyland) P.H.Weston & A.R.Mast.  

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

Description A large tree growing to 30 m tall, sometimes buttressed at the 
base. The adult leaves are arranged in whorls of 5 or 6, ovate to 
obovate in outline and measure 11–26 cm long by 4–13.5 cm 
wide. The leaf margins are entire. The small flowers produce a 
heavy odour, somewhat like sour milk and are arranged in large 
branched clusters. The fruits are globose (spherical) and 
measure 6.5–8 cm in width (Gross and Hyland, 1993). 

Distribution The species is endemic to Cape York Peninsula in Queensland, 
and restricted to the Iron Range area, from the Table Range in 
the south to Nelson Range in the north (Stanton and Fell, 2005).  

Occurring at seven known locations equating to two 
subpopulations (Queensland Herbarium, 2009), only a small 
proportion of the known distribution within the McIlwraith-Iron 
Ranges region has been surveyed for this species (Landsberg 
and Clarkson, 2004). It is considered likely to occur in the 
William Thompson Range and Mount Carter areas to the south 
of the known distribution, and in the coastal ranges between the 
Nesbit River and Cape Direction to the east (Stanton and Fell, 
2005).   

The populations are spread over two land tenures: national park 
(Iron Range National Park) and Aboriginal freehold land 
(Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004).   

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

In the southern part of its range, this species grows in tall 
evergreen mesophyll/notophyll vine forest on well drained soils 
derived from granite substrates. The canopy species include 
Endiandra longipedicellata, Cinnamomum oliveri (Oliver's 
sassafras), Cryptocarya vulgaris, Blepharocarya involucrigera 
(northern bolly gum), Horsfieldia australiana, Syzygium 
bungadinnia, Cryptocarya cunninghamii, Planchonella 
chartacea (thin-leaved condoo), Melicope vitiflora (northern 
evodia), Acacia polystachya and Pandanus zea (Stanton and 
Fell, 2005). 

This forest type is found on the gentle upper slopes and 
plateaux of the windward margin of ranges, from the Claudie 
River south to the northern parts of the McIlwraith Range. It 
occupies the highest rainfall parts of the ranges and is often 
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heavily impacted by winds and cyclones (Stanton and Fell, 
2005). 

In the northern part of its range, the species grows in evergreen 
notophyll vine forest on well drained soils derived from acid 
volcanics. The canopy species include Endiandra 
impressicosta, Sersalisia sericea, Cryptocarya cunninghamii, 
Chionanthus axillaris, Adenanthera pavonine (red sandlewood), 
Litsea fawcettiana, Grevillea baileyana (scrub beefwood) and 
Cleistanthus hylandii (Stanton and Fell, 2005).  

This forest type is found in the Tozer Ranges on the sheltered 
lower slopes where the soil depth is greatest. The surrounding 
shallow soils support sclerophyll shrub communities which are 
prone to fire (Stanton and Fell, 2005). 

Flowers have been recorded June–November; fruits June–
December (Gross and Hyland, 1993). 

Threats  

Known Landsberg and Clarkson (2004) suggest that there are no 
known threats to this species. 

Potential Fire is a potential threat to at least some of populations in the 
smaller stands of evergreen notophyll vine forest in the northern 
part of the species’ range. These forests are surrounded by 
sclerophyll shrub (heath) communities which are prone to 
infrequent but hot fires (Stanton and Fell, 2005). 

 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data  

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

 
Not eligible 
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Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence is estimated to be      
470 km2 (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). The area of 
occupancy is unknown. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Whilst the species is known from only seven locations 
(two subpopulations) (Queensland Herbarium, 2009), it is 
protected within the Queensland reserve system and on 
Aboriginal land and has no known threats (Landsberg and 
Clarkson, 2004). There are no data available to indicate 
whether this species has undergone decline or fluctuations in 
area of occupancy, numbers of mature individuals or 
populations. 

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 

and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative data on population numbers 
are available. However, it is noted to be common and 
abundant at three of the known locations (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009).   

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative data on population numbers 
are available. However, it is noted to be common and 
abundant at three of the known locations (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009).   

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 3 
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Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendations 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the availability of more 
information, including reporting of more populations within remote areas in the Queensland 
reserve system and on Aboriginal land, and a lack of known threats. 
 

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Lasjia claudiensis 
 
 
 
 
 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
2 December 2010 
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