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Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Correa eburnea (Deep Creek correa) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy 
Conventionally accepted as Correa eburnea Paul G. Wilson 
(Barker et al., 2005) 

State Listing Status 
Currently listed as vulnerable under the South Australian 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. The status of this species 
was retained as vulnerable following a review by the South 
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Council and Department 
for Environment & Heritage (2003). 

Description 
The Deep Creek correa is a perennial shrub of 1–4 m in height. 
It has rounded leaves that are 3–5 cm long and possesses 
tubular flowers that are 18–25 mm in length (Wilson, 1998). 

Distribution 
The Deep Creek correa is endemic to the Fleurieu Peninsula 
region of South Australia, where it is restricted to the area 
bounded by Deep Creek Conservation Park to the west, 
Encounter Bay to the east and Yankalilla Creek to the north. 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

The Deep Creek correa occurs mainly in wet areas along the 
banks and sides of creeks and gorges, and on coastal cliff tops 
near to the mouths of major creeks (SA DEH, 2008). The 
species is unlikely to undergo extreme fluctuations in population 
numbers, however it may fluctuate in response to fire 
succession. No information is available on its generation length. 

Threats 
 

Known 
Cattle grazing, vegetation clearing (SA DEH, 2008; Willson and 
Bignall, 2009). 

Potential 
Weed invasion and competition, inappropriate fire regimes, 
disease (including dieback caused by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi), inbreeding depression (SA DEH, 2008) and 
changes in hydrology (Davies, pers. comm. 2009). 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
No comments were received. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers.  

Not eligible 

Criterion element  Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Eligible for listing as endangered 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence for this species based 
on herbarium records since 1990 is approximately 215 km2. 
The extent of occurrence based on all herbarium records since 
the 1920s is approximately 489 km2 (Bickerton, pers. comm., 
2010). The species’ area of occupancy is unknown, however 
based on the area of surviving suitable habitat along the creek 
valleys where the species has been recorded, it is estimated to 
be less then 20 km2 (Davies, pers. comm., 2005). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – This species occurs at a limited location, and its extent 
of occurrence is inferred to be in decline due to a number of 
current threats impacting on the species. 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either  

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or  

(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is precarious for 
its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element  Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Not limited – There is no figure for the total number of mature 
individuals, however the total number of individuals within 
Deep Creek Conservation Park is estimated to be between 
20 000 and 30 000 (Quarmby, pers. comm., 2010). 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not limited – There is no figure for the total number of mature 
individuals, however the total number of individuals within 
Deep Creek Conservation Park is estimated to be between 
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20 000 and 30 000 (Quarmby, pers. comm., 2010). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – This species occurs at a limited location, and its extent 
of occurrence is inferred to be in decline due to a number of 
current threats impacting on the species. 

 
Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low  

 
Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – There is no figure for the total number of mature 
individuals, however the total number of individuals within 
Deep Creek Conservation Park is estimated to be between 
20 000 and 30 000 (Quarmby, pers. comm., 2010). 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 

 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

5. Recovery Plan 

There should not be a recovery plan for the Deep Creek correa as the approved conservation 
advice for the species provides sufficient direction to implement priority actions and mitigate 
against key threats. 

6. Recommendations 

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by including in the list in the endangered category: 

Correa eburnea 

(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this species. 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
2 December 2010 



Correa eburnea (Deep Creek correa) Listing Advice 
Page 4 of 4 

References cited in the advice 

Barker WR, Barker RM, Jessop JP and Vonow HP (eds) 2005. Census of South Australian 
vascular plants (5th edition). Journal of the Adelaide Botanic Garden, Supplement 1. Botanic 
Gardens of Adelaide & State Herbarium, Adelaide. 

Bickerton D (2010). Personal communication. Ecologist (threatened flora) for the South Australian 
Department for Environment and Natural Resources. 

Davies R (2009). Personal communication. Consultant botanist for South Australian Department 
for Environment and Natural Resources. 

Quarmby J (2010). Personal communication. South Australian Department for Environment and 
Heritage. 

South Australian Department for Environment and Heritage (SA DEH) (2008). Threatened 
Species Profile – Correa eburnea. Biodiversity Conservation Unit, Adelaide Region. 

South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Council and Department for Environment and 
Heritage (2003). 2003 Review of the Status of Threatened Species in South Australia. 
Proposed Schedules under the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 
Discussion Paper. Department for Environment and Heritage, South Australia. 

Willson A and Bignall J (2009). Regional Recovery Plan for threatened species and ecological 
communities of Adelaide and the Mount Lofty Ranges, South Australia. Department for 
Environment and Heritage, South Australia. 

Wilson, PG (1998). Notes on the genus Correa (Rutaceae). Transactions of the Royal Society of 
South Australia 85: 21–53. 


