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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
 
This advice follows assessment of information gathered through the Commonwealth’s 
partnership agreement with Tasmania, which is aimed at systematically reviewing species that 
are inconsistently listed under the EPBC Act and relevant Tasmanian legislation. 

The Committee provides the following assessment of the appropriateness of this species’ 
inclusion in the EPBC Act list of threatened species: 
 
Pomaderris pilifera subsp. talpicutica (moleskin dogwood) 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Pomaderris pilifera subsp. 

talpicutica A.M.Gray & Wapstra 

State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Listed as endangered under the Tasmanian Threatened 
Species Protection Act 1995. 

Description A small shrub to 1.5 m tall with numerous stems arising from a 
single rootstock. Leaves are alternate, broadly oblong, 
10–30 mm long and 8–15 mm wide. Leaves are velvety with 
dense, short hairs. Inflorescences are dense, rounded 
branching panicles with flowers subtended at first by broad, 
brown bracts. Flowers are small with sepals broadly triangular 
and 1.5–3 mm long, and petals are 1.5–2 mm long (Gray and 
Wapstra, 2007). 

Distribution The moleskin dogwood is endemic to Tasmania. It is currently 
known from two small subpopulations, in the East Risdon State 
Reserve (south Tasmania) (type locality) and close to the East 
Tamar Highway in an un-named Conservation Area (north 
Tasmania) (DPIPWE, 2011). 

A third location at The Pimple (east of Mathinna, north-east 
Tasmania) consists of a single plant in poor condition that has 
only tentatively been ascribed to the taxon (Gray and Wapstra, 
2007). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Pomaderris pilifera subsp. talpicutica is similar to P. pilifera 
subsp. pilifera but is distinguished by its upper velvety leaf 
surface and an emarginate-retuse leaf apex (Gray and Wapstra, 
2007). As a variant of the widespread Pomaderris pilifera, it is 
possible that additional P. pilifera subsp. talpicutica plants will 
be found in areas adjacent to, or within, stands of P. pilifera 
subsp. pilifera in the future (DPIPWE, 2011). 

The moleskin dogwood flowers from September to November 
but can be identified all year round. It appears to be adapted to 



The Minister included this species in the vulnerable category, effective from 26/02/2013. 

Pomaderris pilifera subsp. talpicutica (moleskin dogwood) Listing Advice 
Page 2 of 5 

particularly impoverished, dry sites.  

Regeneration is likely to be from seed stored in the soil or 
re-sprouting (DPIPWE, 2011). Gray and Wapstra (2007) 
describe its habitat as fire damaged with the species able to 
persist after fire, however recruitment does not appear to be 
dependent on fire (DPIPWE, 2011). 

Threats  

Known A past threat to the moleskin dogwood at The Pimple (a single 
plant) was forestry operations (Gray and Wapstra, 2007; 
DPIPWE, 2011). This site is just within the eastern boundary of 
a large area which has, in the past few decades, been largely 
cleared of native vegetation and replanted with plantation forest 
(Gray and Wapstra, 2007). While the area is still open to 
logging, any proposed forestry operations would need to take 
into consideration the presence of the species (DPIPWE, pers. 
comm., 2011). 

An additional past threat to the species (East Tamar Highway 
subpopulation only) was roadside maintenance activities. In 
October 2011, the land tenure at this site changed from Road 
Reserve to Conservation Area (DPIPWE, 2011). 

There are no current known threats to this species. 

Potential Potential threats to the moleskin dogwood include inappropriate 
fire regimes (i.e. too frequent or intense fires) and woody weed 
invasion (Gray and Wapstra, 2007). According to DPIPWE 
(2011), frequent firing (particularly in times of drought) will lead 
to a decline in the species if recruitment is compromised and 
does not keep pace with mortality. This could make the species 
more susceptible to the anticipated increase in the frequency of 
droughts and wildfires associated with climate change 
(DPIPWE, 2011). 

 
3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – The moleskin dogwood is currently known 
from two, possibly three, subpopulations (Table 1). 
 
Table 1: Population estimates for the moleskin dogwood  in Tasmania 
(DPIPWE, 2011) 

No. Site Number of 
plants Area (m2) 

1 East Risdon State Reserve 300±20 500 

2 East Tamar Highway 10 25 

3* The Pimple (east of Mathinna)  1 1 

 TOTAL 311±20  < 1 km2 

* one plant that has only tentatively been ascribed to the taxon 

 The moleskin dogwood was first described in 2007 (Gray and 
Wapstra, 2007). At this time, two subpopulations (No. 1 and 3 
in Table 1) were reported. DPIPWE (2011) report an additional 
subpopulation (No. 2 in Table 1), and confirm the population 
estimates reported by Gray and Wapstra (2007). There are no 
data to suggest a reduction in numbers. 

 
Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 

restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 
 
Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Very restricted – The species’ area of occupancy is estimated 
to be less than 1 km2. The species’ extent of occurrence is 
approximately 7600 km2 (DPIPWE, 2011). 

No – Only two subpopulations have been reported in Tasmania 
with one additional individual from The Pimple tentatively 
ascribed to the taxon (DPIPWE, 2011; Gray and Wapstra, 
2007). While it is possible that new specimens will be found, it 
is considered unlikely that significant new subpopulations will 
be located. Any new subpopulations found are likely to be 
small and would not be expected to significantly alter the 
extinction risk to the species (DPIPWE, 2011). 

While the species is known from a limited number of locations 
which are also severely fragmented, there is no indication of 
decline or fluctuation in the number of populations, extent of 
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 occurrence or area of occupancy, or number of mature 
individuals. There are no current known threats to the moleskin 
dogwood. The species’ geographic distribution is not 
considered to be precarious for its survival. 

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
  and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 

(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Low – The total estimated number of mature individuals is low, 
with approximately 300 mature individuals. 

Continued rate of decline  No data 
OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Low – The total estimated number of mature individuals is low, 
with approximately 300 mature individuals. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No – The species is known from a limited number of locations, 
has a severely fragmented geographic distribution but there is 
no indication of likely decline (See Criterion 2). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 
Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 

low 

Eligible for listing as vulnerable 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Low – The total estimated number of mature individuals is low, 
with approximately 300 mature individuals. 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

No data 
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5. Recovery Plan 
There should not be a recovery plan for Pomaderris pilifera subsp. talpicutica as the approved 
conservation advice for the species provides sufficient direction to implement priority actions 
and mitigate against key threats. 
 
6. Recommendations 
(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 

amended by including in the list in the vulnerable category: 

Pomaderris pilifera subsp. talpicutica  
(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this species. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
6 March 2011 
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