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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Baloghia marmorata (Marbled Balogia) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Baloghia marmorata, Family Euphorbiaceae, also known as Marbled Balogia or Jointed 
Baloghia, is a shrub or small tree growing to 8 m, with greenish-cream, smooth or slightly 
vertically fissured bark (NSW NPWS, 2002; DECC NSW, 2005) and a moderately straight 
trunk which is not buttressed (Floyd, 1989; Barry & Thomas, 1994). Leaves are 6.5–15 cm 
long, tapering at both the tips and the bases, and green and glossy on both surfaces. Small 
white flowers are borne in clusters at the tips of side shoots (NSW NPWS, 2002; DECC 
NSW, 2005), and occur in autumn and spring (Stanley & Ross, 1983). Fruits are fawn 
capsules about 2 cm in diameter, containing two to four dark-red and cream spotted seeds 
(DECC NSW, 2005) and have been recorded from July to October (Quinn et al., 1995).  

Conservation Status 
Marbled Balogia is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and as vulnerable 
under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Marbled Balogia has a geographically disjunct distribution (BRI, undated; Quinn et al., 1995) 
confined to the Lismore district, in north-east NSW, and the Tamborine Mountains and 
Springbrook, in south-east Queensland (NSW NPWS, 2002; DECC NSW, 2005; Harden, 
2005). Locations include Canungra Land Warfare Centre Training, Joalah National Park 
(NP), Mt Pinbarren, Tamborine Mountain NP, along Mudgeeraba–Springbrook Road, Lower 
Beechmont, along Upper Coomera–Canungra Road, and Wilkie’s Scrub within Gold Coast 
Council conservation reserve (BRI, undated; Forster et al., 1991; Barry & Thomas, 1994; 
Aussie Heritage, 2007; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). Localities in NSW include Davies 
Scrub Nature Reserve, Rouse Mill, Meerschaum Vale and Dalwood (Floyd, 1989; Quinn et 
al., 1995). Although definitive population estimates are unavailable, the largest is Tamborine 
Mountain NP with 175 individuals and another three locations have 100 individuals (Barry & 
Thomas, 1994; Quinn et al., 1995). This species occurs within the Northern Rivers (NSW) 
and South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Marbled Balogia is found in subtropical rainforest/notophyll vine forest and wet sclerophyll 
forest (brush box woodland) with rainforest understorey between 150 and 550 m above sea 
level (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). Soils are rich black or dark brown clay and loam 
derived from basalt (Quinn et al., 1995; Steenbeeke, 1998; NSW NPWS, 2002; DECC NSW, 
2005; Harden, 2005). Associated species can include Eucalyptus microcorys, 
Archontophoenix cunninghamiana, Aphananthe philippinensis, Capparis arborea, 
Planchonella australis, Ficus spp., Olea paniculata, Planchonella myrsinoides, 
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Brachychiton discolor, Mallotus claoxyloides, Drypetes deplancheri, and Calamus muelleri 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2008). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Marbled Balogia are clearing and fragmentation of habitat for 
development, agriculture and road-works (Quinn et al., 1995). Within state forests, an 
exclusion zone with at least a 50-metre radius must be implemented around all individuals 
and all groups of individuals (a group is defined as more than one individual located less than 
20 metres apart) (DECC NSW, 2007).  

This species is also at risk of local extinction from stochastic events; trampling by visitors 
(NSW NPWS, 2002); infestation of habitat by introduced weeds (Barry & Thomas, 1994); 
declining genetic variability; and habitat degradation (Quinn et al., 1995). Threatening weeds 
include Ochna (Ochna serrulata), Climbing Asparagus Fern (Asparagus plumosus), 
Asparagus Fern (A. aethiopicus), Lantana (Lantana camara), Ginger Lily (Hedychium 
gardnerianum), Broadleaf Privet (Ligustrum lucidum), Dutchman’s Pipe (Aristolochia 
elegans) and Easter Cassia (Senna pendula var. glabrata) (Barry & Thomas, 1994). 

The main potential threat to the species is fire (DECC NSW, 2005).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include:  
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, fire ecology, ecological requirements 

and the relative impacts of threatening processes (DECC NSW, 2005). 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
• Identify critical factors limiting the recovery of the species (DECC NSW, 2005).  

Regional Priority Actions 

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Marbled Balogia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Marbled Balogia 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Protect areas of known habitat from timber harvesting and other land clearing; avoid 
bisecting habitat with roads or tracks (DECC NSW, 2005).  

• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, 
conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. Protect areas of rainforest habitat 
from clearing or development (DECC NSW, 2005). 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of major weeds such as 

Lantana and Broadleaf Privet in the region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Marbled Balogia. The 

species should be excluded from fire (NSW RFS, 2004). 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Marbled Balogia within the local community.  
• Ensure that land managers and other stakeholders are aware of populations and habitat and 

that management plans, fire plans, pest management plans take account of requirements 
for the recovery of Marbled Balogia (DECC NSW, 2005). 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Marbled Balogia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Encourage visitors to stay on tracks when visiting public areas where the species occurs 

(DECC NSW, 2005). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Marbled 

Balogia, using appropriate methods.  
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods.  
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Marbled Balogia. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Marbled 
Balogia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Private native forestry code of practice for northern NSW (DECC NSW, 2007) identifies 
specific prescriptions for threatened species known to occur in State Forests in northern 
NSW, 

• Threatened species hazard reduction list (NSW RFS, 2004),  
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• Big Scrub Nature Reserves plan of management (NSW NPWS, 1997) and amendments 
(NSW NPWS, 2006), and  

• Lantana (Lantana camara) Strategic Plan (ARMCANZ, 2001). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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