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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Macropteranthes montana 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Macropteranthes montana, Family Combretaceae, is a shrub to 6 m with widely spreading 
branches. Leaves are spirally arranged on the stems, usually densely crowded, lance-shaped to 
rectangular, the apex obtuse with a small point, the base gradually tapering to a stalk less than 
1.5 mm long. The leaf blade is 5–8 mm long, 1–2.5 mm wide, with a dense covering of soft, 
silvery hairs. Inflorescences are of paired flowers on stalks to 1 mm long. The calyx is 1–
1.5 cm long, tubular, bearing two bracteoles (leaf-like structures). Petals are 6–8 mm long. 
Both the calyx and petals are covered in long, weak hairs. The fruit is dry, initially red, 
bleaching straw yellow, terminating in enlarged calyx lobes 2.2–2.5 cm long, the bracteoles 
enlarged, wing-like, 1–2 cm long (Pedley, 1990). Flowering has been recorded from November 
to June (BRI collection records, n.d.). 

Conservation Status 

Macropteranthes montana is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Macropteranthes montana is known from a small area just south of Cape York Peninsula, 
Queensland. Collections have been made from as far north as Hutchinson (inland from Cape 
Tribulation) and from localities near Mount Mulligan, Chillagoe, Dimbulah, Petford, 
Irvinebank, Elizabeth Creek Gorge, Bulleringa National Park and south west as far as the 
northern Newcastle Range (BRI collection records, n.d.). Specimen collection notes describe 
the species as very common, common or abundant (seven records), occasional or scattered 
(three records) and rare (one record in Bulleringa NP in 1992) (BRI collection records, n.d.).  

Macropteranthes montana was estimated to occur in an area of 5 ha at a site between Van Lee 
and Talaroo Stations in the northern Newcastle Range, 2006; 3 ha at Queensland Tower north 
of Chillagoe, 2004; 2 ha at a site on the Petford to Herberton Road, 2004; and 1.5 ha between 
Walsh River and Featherbed Range north of Chillagoe, 2004. Twenty plants were counted in 
a 2000 m2 area at Emu Creek Station north-east of Petford in 2005; nine trees were seen along 
a watercourse on Chillagoe Station, 2006; and three were seen at a site 54 km towards 
Mareeba from Chillagoe, 2004 (BRI collection records, n.d.). This species occurs in shallow 
soil in low woodland or vine thicket (Pedley, 1990) and occurs within the Northern Gulf and 
Wet Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

Threats to M. montana are unknown. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnant and threats. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of M. montana. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of M. montana within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to M. montana, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006), and 
 Cape York Peninsula Natural Resource Management Plan (Earth Tech, 2005). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

BRI Collection Records (Undated), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Council of Heads of Australian Botanic Gardens (CHABG) 1994, Census of Plants in Botanic Gardens, viewed 
8 July 2008,<http://www.anbg.gov.au/chabg/census/search.html>.  
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Earth Tech 2005, Cape York Peninsula natural resource management plan – final draft, viewed 7 May, 2008, 
<http://www.capeyorklandcare.org.au/CYPNRM_Plan.pdf>. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2006, Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006 
– 2010, Queensland Government, viewed 8 July 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-
use/sources/management-plans/flora-qld/pubs/qld-protected-plants.pdf>.  

Pedley, L 1990, ‘Combretaceae’, in: George, AS (Ed.) Flora of Australia, vol. 18, Australian Government 
Publishing Service, Canberra. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 
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