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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Acacia menzelii (Menzel’s Wattle) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Acacia menzelii, Family Mimosaceae, also known as Menzel’s Wattle, is a resinous, compact, 
rounded, erect shrub to 2 m high (Orchard & Wilson, 2001) with minute yellow globular 
flowerheads (Leigh, Boden & Briggs, 1984; Cunningham et al., 1992; Orchard & Wilson, 
2001). Flowers are mainly borne in July–October, but can be produced as late as January 
(Davies, 1992). 

Conservation Status 
Menzel’s Wattle is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Menzel’s Wattle is also listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 8 of the National Parks & Wildlife Act 1972 (South Australia).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Menzel’s Wattle is endemic to South Australia (Whibley & Symon, 1992), with scattered 
populations from the northern Flinders Ranges to Murray Bridge (Orchard & Wilson, 2001). 
Localities include the Murray Mallee around Monarto and Murray Bridge; Southern Mount 
Lofty Ranges; and Flinders Ranges around Brachina and eastern Mt Hack Range (Leigh, 
Boden & Briggs, 1984; Jessop & Toelken, 1986; Davies, 1992; Orchard & Wilson, 2001; 
Obst, 2005). The extent of occurrence of this species is approximately 36 400 ha (Obst, 
2005). This species occurs within the South Australian Murray Darling Basin and the South 
Australian Arid Lands Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Menzel’s Wattle is most common in the area surrounding Monarto South, in the eastern 
foothills of the Mt Lofty Ranges. In 2006, DEH SA (2006a) reported that there were 
approximately 5600 individual plants remaining in the South Australian Murray Darling 
Basin. Twelve populations were reported in the Murray Mallee region in 1992. Three of these 
were conserved in Heritage Agreement Areas but contained only eight, one and two 
individuals, with no seedlings present. The nine unconserved populations contained a total of 
770 plants with some populations containing 12 or fewer plants (Davies, 1992). Six other 
populations had been previously recorded in the Monarto area, including one in ‘Frahn Pascoe 
Scrub’ and another at ‘Narinyerri Hills’ (Davies, 1992). The biggest known population of 
Menzel’s Wattle, occurring within remnant native vegetation near Kinchina, was nominated 
to the Register of the National Estate. In 1996, this site was reported to contain 600 
individuals, with evidence of regeneration of at least 30 juveniles (Australian Heritage 
Council, 2008). 

The two Northern Flinders Ranges populations are considered to be relicts (Davies, 1992, 
1995). One occurs east of Brachina, possibly within Flinders Ranges National Park (Davies, 
1992, 1995; Briggs & Leigh, 1996). The other population occurs on Warraweena Pastoral 
Lease, on a high saddle of Sliding Rock Pound, at the eastern end of the Mt Hack Range. A 
permanent monitoring site has been established at this location (Obst, 2005). In 1993–94 this 
population was reported as containing approximately 200 individuals over an area of 8 ha, 
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with a healthy age structure including seedlings and only a few senescing (ageing) plants 
(Davies, 1995). 

Menzel’s Wattle grows on gentle slopes and undulating plains (Obst, 2005) in calcareous 
loamy earths (Orchard & Wilson, 2001), where the average annual rainfall is 350–400 mm 
(Whibley & Symon, 1992). It occurs as scattered shrubs in low open shrubby woodland on 
more rocky sites which have only been partly cleared or along roadsides (J.D.Briggs pers. 
comm. in Leigh, Boden & Briggs, 1984).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• The community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the 

Great Artesian Basin, 
• Buloke Woodlands of the Riverina and Murray-Darling Depression Bioregions, 
• Iron-grass Natural Temperate Grassland of South Australia, and 
• Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland of South Australia. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Menzel’s Wattle are weeds, particularly exotic grasses 
(especially Perennial Veldt Grass, Ehrharta calycina) and Bridal Creeper (Asparagus 
asparagoides) (DEH SA, 2006a); grazing; road maintenance (Davies, 1992); browsing by 
feral goats (Capra hircus) (Davies, 1995); habitat fragmentation; inappropriate fire regimes; 
lack of recruitment (DEH SA, 2006a); and vegetation clearance (Davies, 1992 in Obst, 2005). 
To date, there is no information on the effect of fire on this species (Obst, 2005). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Accurately survey known critical habitat (Obst, 2005). 
• Research the response of the species to different fire regimes, and in particular, determine 

the impact of fire on recruitment (DEH SA, 2006a).  
• Accurately determine what herbivores are impacting on this species (Obst, 2005). 

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Menzel’s Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Menzel’s Wattle. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance) in areas where Menzel’s Wattle 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Included roadside populations in roadside marker scheme programs (DEH SA, 2006a). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of annual exotic grasses and 

Bridal Creeper in the local region (DEH SA, 2006a). 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Menzel’s Wattle. 
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Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral goats 

in the local region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Menzel’s Wattle. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Menzel’s Wattle within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
• Establish populations in cultivation where wild populations are at critically low levels 

(less than 50 mature individuals) and in danger of extinction (Obst, 2005), 
• Increase the size of existing populations by encouraging natural regeneration (Obst, 2005). 

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Menzel’s Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Where possible, create buffer zones of native vegetation around known populations (Obst, 

2005). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Control Bridal Creeper and Perennial Veldt Grass infestations, as well as other 

environmental weeds, within a 200m radius of each population using appropriate methods 
(Obst, 2005). 

• Identify and remove other weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to 
Menzel’s Wattle, using appropriate methods.   

• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 
Menzel’s Wattle, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing 

regimes are conducted. 
• Manage threats at known sites in reserve areas to control introduced pests such as goats. 
• Control the impact of grazing by herbivores using fencing and identifying areas where 

kangaroo numbers are impacting on populations of this species (Obst, 2005).  

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Menzel’s Wattle, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 1999), 
• Operation Bounceback, an ecological restoration program operating in the Flinders 

Ranges (DEH SA, 2001), 
• Menzel’s Wattle is one of nine species that are part of a Recovery planning project for 

Threatened Flora of the South Australian Murray Darling Basin (Obst, 2005; DEH SA, 
2006b), and 

• Management Plan for Flinders Ranges National Park (SA NPWS, 1989).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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