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Advice from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee)  
on the list of Threatened Species under the  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Bulbophyllum longiflorum (pale umbrella orchid) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Bulbophyllum longiflorum Thouars.

State Listing Status 
  

Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992. 

Description An evergreen epiphyte with a creeping rhizome. Certain nodes of the 
rhizome are swollen into pseudobulbs that bear a solitary fleshy leaf. 
The flower stems are up to 20 cm long and bear a terminal group of 
5–8 flowers in a horizontal semicircle. Flowers are greenish-cream to 
yellowish, with purple spots and are approximately 4 cm long (Jones, 
1988; Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

Distribution Recorded from three locations in Australia, the species has only one 
verified voucher specimen from the McIlwraith Range. This site is on 
crown/freehold land (McIlwraith National Park/Cape York Peninsula 
Aboriginal Land).   

Two other locations have yet to be confirmed, these being Mt 
Carbine and the Iron Range (Lavarack, 1984; Lavarack and Gray 
1992; Briggs and Leigh, 1996; Jones, 2006 cited as 
Cirrhopetalum clavigerum). 

The species is one of the world’s most widespread orchids 
(Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004), occurring in eastern tropical and 
southern Africa, Madagascar, South East Asia, Australasia and the 
Pacific Islands (Linder and Kurzwell, 1999). 

Relevant Biology/Ecology Growing on trees and vines in notophyll vine forest at          300–500 
m altitude, the species is usually found in humid locations, such as 
ridge-tops, slopes and on trees and rocks beside streams (Lavarack, 
1980; Jones, 1988, 2006). The flowering period is summer and 
autumn and the flowers last about a week (Lavarack and Gray, 
1992).  

Threats  

Known Populations have been decimated by over-collecting (Jones, 2006).  
The species is available from plant retailers so this threat has 
lessened.  

Potential Climate change is also considered a potential future threat as the 
species, along with a number of other orchid species, is restricted to 
the relatively high altitude and high rainfall areas of the Iron and 
McIlwraith Ranges.   
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3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered by the 
Committee. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – According to Jones (2006) this species has been 
decimated in the past by overcollecting, however there are 
insufficient data to indicate the extent of decline. 

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

No data  

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Insufficient data – This species is currently confirmed from only one 
location within the Queensland reserve system. Habitat changes due 
to climate change is the only potential threat known for the species 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009).   

 

Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

No data 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – See Criterion 1 

OR 
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Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

No data 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 1 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

No data 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

 (b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

5. Recommendation 

Although there are insufficient data to assess the species against the criteria, the Committee 
recommends a precautionary approach be applied and hence that no amendment be made to the 
list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act and that Bulbophyllum longiflorum remains eligible 
for inclusion in the vulnerable category of the list. 
 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

26 August 2010 
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