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Conservation Advice  

Grevillea caleyi  
Caley's grevillea  

  
Conservation Status  
Grevillea caleyi (Caley’s grevillea) is listed as Endangered under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act). The species is eligible for listing as 
Endangered as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  

The main factors that are the cause of the species being eligible for listing in the Endangered 
category are that it has a very restricted geographic distribution. There were three known 
populations of the species that are geographically separated and showing evidence of continued 
decline as a result of development that has caused the extinction of the species at one location in 
2011.  

Description  
A medium to tall shrub, with long spreading branches, which grows to a height and width of up to 
4 m. The divided green leaves are covered in soft, rusty hairs and are up to 15 cm long. The 
flowers, which open in late winter and spring, have a toothbrush-like appearance with racemes up 
to 8 cm in length and are dark burgundy-red in colour (OEH, 2015). The species is relatively 
short-lived and emerges from soil seedbanks after fires. 

Distribution   
Restricted to an 8 km square area around Terrey Hills, approximately 20 km north of Sydney. 
Occurs in three major areas in Belrose, Ingleside and Terrey Hills/Duffys Forest (OEH, 2015).   

Threats  
Known Threats  
• Loss and fragmentation of habitat through clearing and development,  
• Frequent fire regimes, that interrupt seedbank accumulation, 
• Low intensity or cool-season fires that kill standing plants and fail to initiate seedling 

regeneration, 
• high levels of seed predation, 
• habitat degradation from the invasion of weeds and pathogens (OEH, 2015).  
  
Potential Threats  
• Illegal collection of specimens, cuttings, flowers or seeds,  
• disturbance of remnant bushland through inappropriate recreational uses (e.g. bike trails, 

horse riding), disturbing critical habitat, individuals and substrate,  
• habitat degradation, direct damage, weed invasions and smothering as a result of dumping of 

rubbish,  
• hybridisation with other grevillea species (OEH, 2015).  
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Conservation Actions 

Conservation and Management priorities  

Protect known habitat areas from clearing and disturbance  
• Prevent further clearing of the species’ habitat, including sites where standing plants may not 

currently be visible, 
• consult with landowners and managers where there are known populations regarding options 

for conservation management and protection of the species,  
• continue to restrict access to known sites by fencing priority areas,  
• closing some tracks to people and horse traffic for revegetation.  

Implement an appropriate fire management regime  
• Facilitate ecological burns that burn 20–100% of sub-populations every 5–15 years (Regan et 

al., 2003), 
• provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and maintain up to 

date fire mitigation measures for the species in the NSW Threatened Species Hazard 
Reduction bushfire code (NSW DEC, 2004; OEH, 2015).   

Habitat degradation from the invasion of weeds and pathogens  
• Remove invasive weeds using appropriate techniques such as hand pulling, burning and the 

targeted use of chemical sprays,  
• implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known populations from outbreaks of 

Phytophthora cinnamomi to control the spread of pathogens, especially Phytophthora 
cinnamomi by controlling the movement of vehicles, horses and human traffic into the species’ 
habitat,  

• ensure runoff from developments and roads is controlled to protect populations from further 
habitat degradation (NSW DEC, 2004; OEH, 2015),  

• remove rubbish that is affecting the species’ habitat (NSW DEC, 2004).  

Stakeholder Management  
• Continue the distribution of posters to relevant landholders and community groups to highlight 

the conservation status of this species and the need to protect it as appropriate,  
• raise awareness of, and prevent the dumping of rubbish that is affecting the species’ habitat,  
• continue to liaise with local nurseries propagating and selling Caley’s grevillea to discourage 

the sale of Caley’s grevillea hybrids and the sale of grevillea species that are prone to 
hybridise with Caley’s grevillea (NSW DEC, 2004).  

Other conservation actions  
• Restore degraded habitat using bush regeneration techniques,  
• continue to build and maintain a representative collection of seed as a reliable form of 

insurance against the loss of genetic diversity should any site be destroyed (NSW DEC, 
2004).  

Survey and Monitoring priorities  

• Continue, refine and support existing monitoring programs,  
• monitor any population changes, and assess the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  

Information and research priorities   

• Undertake further ecological research into the species’ life history and ecology to assess 
the species’ ecological requirements relevant to the persistence of the species,  

• investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations, continue 
survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional populations, 

• investigate seed viability, germination, dormancy and longevity (in the wild).  
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