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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Wodyetia bifurcata (Foxtail Palm) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Wodyetia bifurcata, Family Arecaceae, also known as Foxtail Palm, is a single-stemmed tree 
to 15 m tall. Leaves grow to 3.2 m long, and are arched and plume-like. Leaflets are 
approximately 70 cm long and truncate at the tip. The inflorescence (flower cluster) is below 
the crown and grows to 1 m long; flowers are creamy-green. Fruits grow to 6 cm long, are 
ovoid, orange-red and terminated by a conspicuous stigma remnant. This species is similar to 
Black Palm (Normanbya normanbyi), which occurs south of Cooktown (Tucker, 1988), but 
differs from that species in leaflet colour and the distinctive arrangement of foxtail palm 
leaflets. Leaflet colour is dark green above and white below for Black Palm and pale green for 
Foxtail Palm (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). 

Conservation Status 
Foxtail Palm is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The Foxtail Palm is also listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 3 of the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland), and is listed 
on the 2007 IUCN Red List (Dowl, 1998). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Foxtail Palm is known only from the Melville Range in Cape Melville National Park (NP) on 
Cape York Peninsula, Queensland. The species is locally abundant but restricted in range. It is 
found among granite boulders, in coarse granite sand, 60–400 m above sea level (Irvine, 
1983). Foxtail Palm occurs in the upper stratum of open woodland communities; it is not 
found in closed vegetation communities. Upper stratum vegetation includes 
Eucalyptus drepanophylla, Corymbia polycarpa, Cochlospermum gillvraei and 
Bombax ceiba. Other vegetation in association includes Ficus spp., Buchanania arborescens, 
Polyalthia nitidissima, Myristica insipida, Diospyros compacta, Cryptocarya bidwilli, 
Capparis spp., and vines of Cissus spp. This species occurs within the Cape York Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Foxtail Palm are seed collection and stochastic events. Illegal 
seed collection within Cape Melville National Park poses a threat, as Foxtail Palm is highly 
valued with plant collectors and nurseries. Illegal collection has subsided as seed sources from 
cultivation become readily available. 

Large populations of feral pigs forage for fallen fruit, but their impact on recruitment is 
unknown and may be minimal (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Foxtail Palm. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Develop and implement a suitable management strategy to prevent illegal collection of 

seed and plants. 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations of the Foxtail Palm. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs in 

the region (DEH, 2005). 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Foxtail Palm within the local community. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Foxtail Palm, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Cape York Back on Track Biodiversity Action Plan (Queensland EPA, 2008), 
• Management of the rare and threatened animals and ecosystems of Cape Melville National 

Park (Freeman & Garnett, 2004), and 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 

Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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