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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

 Leucopogon cuspidatus (a shrub) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Leucopogon cuspidatus R.Br. 
(CHAH, 2009). 

State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Not listed under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992. 

Description A woody shrub to 50 cm high, with tough, leathery, evergreen 
leaves up to 1 cm long, tapering to a sharp, rigid point. The 
flowers are white and borne singly or in pairs in the leaf axils. 
The fruit is a small drupe, yellow to orange at maturity (Elliot and 
Jones, 1993; Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Distribution 

 

Endemic to Queensland and is known mainly from near-coastal 
areas between Townsville and Rockhampton, but also in a few 
areas well away from the coast, and on some islands 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Occurs on ridges and cliffs derived from granite, rhyolite or 
serpentinite. It is a component of shrublands, heathlands or low 
eucalypt woodlands. It occurs with species such as 
Xanthorrhoea johnsonii (grass-tree), Eucalyptus fibrosa (broad-
leaved red ironbark), Corymbia trachyphloia (white bloodwood), 
and Pityrodia salvifolia. The soil type is typically skeletal 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Threats  

Known There are no identified known threats. 

Potential Potential threats include inappropriate fire regimes, invasion by 
exotic weeds and habitat destruction from mining and grazing 
(Batianoff et al., 2000). 

 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 12 months. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered 
by the Committee. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data 

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Not limited – extent of occurrence is 198 400 km2 and area of 
occupancy is unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – this species is known from 17 locations and 
57 subpopulations and is found within seven national parks 
and the Shoalwater Bay Military Reserve. It is not considered 
to be severely fragmented and does not undergo extreme 
fluctuations in abundance. There are no known current threats 
to this species (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

 

Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – however it is recorded to be common to 
occasional at most localities. 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – see above 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No – see Criterion 2 

 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 
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Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – see above 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to new information that 
shows that the species’ geographic distribution is neither limited nor precarious, and that 
there is an absence of known threats. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category:  

Leucopogon cuspidatus 

 

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

1 March 2011 
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