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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Drosera prolifera  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Drosera prolifera, Family Droseraceae, is a herb with fibrous roots. The stems are 1–2 cm 
long. There are up to 15 leaves in a basal rosette; the leaf blade is kidney-shaped, 10–20 mm 
in diameter, sparsely glandular, on a flattened, slender petiole 15–45 mm long. The flowering 
spike is 10–18 cm long with 4–8 flowers; bracts linear, 1–2 mm long; pedicels 3–5 mm long. 
The red petals are obovate, 2.5–3 mm long (Marchant & George, 1982). Drosera prolifera is 
easily recognised by the long-petiolate leaves with the kidney-shaped leaf form (Marchant & 
George, 1982). 

Conservation Status 
Drosera prolifera is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Drosera prolifera is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Drosera prolifera is confined to north Queensland in the Thornton Peak, Noah Creek and 
Roaring Meg Falls areas (Marchant & George, 1982; Queensland Herbarium, 2008), where it 
occurs on the banks of streams, sometimes forming large mats. It also occurs on rocks in the 
rainforest (Marchant & George, 1982; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). Collections have been 
made both within and outside of protected estate (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). All 
populations occur in areas of remnant vegetation (Environmental Protection Agency, 2008) as 
defined under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (Queensland) and are therefore currently 
protected from broad-scale clearing. The species is currently known from only four small 
populations and the total population size is unknown. 

This species occurs within the Cape York (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threat to D. prolifera is collecting pressure. As an unusual carnivorous 
plant it has specialist horticultural interest (D. Sharp, 2008, pers. comm.). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, the extent of 

illegal collecting and its impact on populations. 
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• Investigate the potential and efficacy of DNA-based or other approaches for the 
identification of individual plants and/or populations to provide a means for detecting and 
prosecuting illegal collection from the wild (Palsboll et al., 2006).  

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment and artificial cultivation for horticulture.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Drosera prolifera. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Develop and implement program to suppress illegal collection of this species. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of D. prolifera within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to D. prolifera, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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