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Advice from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee)  
on the list of Threatened Species under the  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Drosera prolifera (a sundew) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Drosera prolifera C.T.White 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992. 

Description A herb with fibrous roots, sometimes forming large mats, Drosera 
prolifera has kidney-shaped leaf blades, 10–20 mm in diameter, 
sparsely covered with glandular hairs that trap insects, on flattened, 
slender petioles 15–45 mm long. The stems of each leaf are 1–2 cm 
long with up to 15 leaves arranged in a basal rosette. A flowering 
spike is produced 10–18 cm long, with 4–8 flowers. Petals are 
obovate, 2.5–3 mm long and red in colour (Marchant and George, 
1982; Queensland Herbarium, 2009a).  

Distribution The species is endemic to north-east Queensland and occurs in an 
area of approximately 90 km2 from Mt Pieter Botte and Roaring Meg 
Creek to Thornton Peak and the Noah Creek catchment near Cape 
Tribulation (Metcalfe et al., 2008; Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Known from three locations including one in Monkhouse Timber 
Reserve and two in Daintree National Park (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009a). 

As these areas are part of the protected estate of the Wet Tropics, 
the species is therefore covered under the Queensland Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Protection and Management Act 1993. 

Relevant Biology/Ecology The species grows in the vicinity of streams and on rocks in 
rainforest communities with an altitudinal range of 220–1200 m 
above sea level (Metcalfe et al., 2008; Queensland Herbarium, 
2009a). The species often grows in steep terrain that is densely 
forested and is difficult to access (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b).  

Flowering occurs all year (Marchant and George, 1982) and the 
species proliferates vegetatively from small plants formed at the tip 
of the old flower spike (Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Threats  

Known This species is an uncommon carnivorous plant which has led to 
interest from specialist plant collectors, and depletion of individuals 
through illegal collecting in some of the more accessible areas 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009b), although specimens from less 
accessible areas may have had less collection pressure. However, 
there are no data to indicate that this threat has led to significant 
decline or continues to impact on the species. 

There are no other actual current or future threats recorded for this 
species (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b). 

Potential There are no potential threats to this species. 
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3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered by the 
Committee. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – A past reduction in numbers can be inferred as 

individuals have been illegally collected in the past from more readily 
accessible sites (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b) though no 
quantitative population data are available. 

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Very restricted – The extent of occurrence is approximately 90 km2 
and though the area of occupancy is unknown it is likely to be 
restricted (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Whilst the species is known from only three locations, all are 
within the Queensland conservation estate. Past declines have 
occurred as a result of illegal collecting. However, due to the 
difficulty in accessing populations and as there are no actual current 
or future threats recorded for this species (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009b), it is unlikely there will be continuing declines.  

 

Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
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Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

No data 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – See Criterion 1. 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

No data 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 2. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2. 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

No data 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 

 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

 (b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

5. Recommendation 

Although there are insufficient data to assess the species against the criteria, the Committee 
recommends a precautionary approach be applied and hence that no amendment be made to the 
list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act and that Drosera prolifera remains eligible for 
inclusion in the vulnerable category of the list. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

2 December 2010 
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