
Conservation Advice 

This Conservation Advice has been developed by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee based on the best available information regarding the conservation status 
and threats to this species at the time of listing. 

However, this Conservation Advice should only be used as a guide for identifying 
priority conservation actions for this species, and is intended only as an interim 
measure prior to the development of a Recovery Plan.  

 
The Desert Sand-skipper is a small brown and yellow butterfly measuring 
approximately 22 millimetres across the outspread wings. The wings are dark brown 
with pale yellow markings. The species is endemic to the Northern Territory and is 
known only from a small number of specimens collected in 1966 and 1972 at three 
locations west of Alice Springs, in the MacDonnell Ranges. The species has not been 
located since 1972 despite considerable survey effort. 

The Desert Sand-skipper has a very restricted area of occupancy and extent of 
occurrence, and is only known historically from three locations. Habitat at the 
species’ three known locations is degraded and is likely to continue to decline in 
quality due to the presence of exotic Buffel grass (Cenchrus cillaris), which competes 
with native grasses used by the species, and contributes to increased wildfires. 

The priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species are: 
 
• Undertake further surveys for the species at known sites and within other areas of 

suitable habitat to locate any remaining extant population/s  
• Manage the presence of exotic Buffel grass (Cenchrus cillaris) at the three 

locations where the species has been known to occur, and protect any locations 
where populations are found from inappropriate burning regimes. 

This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species but 
highlights those that are considered to be of the highest priority at the time of listing. 

Priority for the development of recovery plan: The priority for development of a 
recovery plan for this species is considered to be low, until such time as further 
surveys confirm whether any population/s of the species remain. 

 
 

 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton 

Chair 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
 
 


